DENGE WOODS PROJEGCT

Part of Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlan ds Project

Following another summer of sun, surveying and events, and three years of the Denge Woods Project, it's time for
the final project update!

A short project report is available at www.dengewoods.org , with a summary of the project’'s achievements is
given here, none of which would have been possible without the support of landowners, supporting agencies and
partners and importantly all those dedicated volunteers, who have helped the project achieve so much!

15,000 records of 45,000 butterflies & moths submitted by 130 people;
78 events held, and attended by over 2250 people;

Volunteers contributed over 370 days worth of assistance, helping with all
aspects of the project;

Over 145 visits to 55 landowners undertaken for site advice, hundreds
more visits made by the project officer and volunteers to survey sites;

Coppicing, ride and glade works have increased across the project area
with 33 woodland owners knowingly undertaking beneficial woodland
management on 52 woodlands in the project area;

Over £215,000 has been allocated under eWGS up to 2014 in the project
area (taking advantage of Forestry Commission’s higher level Woodland
Improvement Grant for the project area); and

Butterfly Conservation was awarded £45,000 from Biffaward for works at
Denge Woods on Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust woodland to
benefit Duke of Burgundy.
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Thirty-six butterfly species were recorded in the area between 2008 and 2010.

A highlight of the survey has been the improved prospects for Duke of
Burgundy in Kent.

In 2007, Duke of Burgundy was considered close to county extinction (only
recorded in small numbers at Denge). In the three years of the project, small
breeding colonies have been found at a further seven sites. This has been due
to a number of factors; favourable seasons, increased volunteer surveying,
access to private land and improved woodland and grassland habitats resulting
from the Denge Woods Project. Every effort has been made to ensure all
known and potential sites nearby are in positive management.

On a sadder note, no sign of Pearl-bordered Fritillary were found despite
searches, and Grizzled Skipper appears to be in genuine decline in the area,
with woodland colonies particularly vulnerable.

Thirteen group moth trapping sessions, and many more surveys by keen
individuals have recorded a whopping 767 moth species in the project area. Of
note are the woodland species — Anania funebris, Drab Looper, Sub-angled
Wave, Olive Crescent, Triangle, Bisigna procerella and Stigmella samiatella.

www.butterfly-conservation.org




The ‘Duke Guardians’ are ready to continue to their monitoring in 2011,
with dates set for a pre and post season get-together.

To all our wonderful butterfly and moth recorders... please continue
surveying and sending in your records. These feed in to national monitoring
schemes, provide information on county and national species distributions
and trends, and ultimately help Butterfly Conservation decide where to
focus conservation effort across Britain.

Future records can be submitted online @ Kent Butterfly Conservation’s website www.kentbutterflies.org  or
send electronic or hard copies to the county recorders:

Butterflies — Mike Easterbrook mikeeasterbrook@sky.com or 26 Orchard Grove, Ditton, Aylesford, ME20 6BY

Moths — lan Ferguson iferguson@kentbutterflies.org or 31 Cathcart Drive, Orpington, BR5 8BU

For woodland management and English Woodland Grant Scheme enquiries contact Forestry Commission on
01580 211123 or for more information visit www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs

For other enquiries contact Dan Hoare, Butterfly Conservation - Senior Regional Officer, South East England-
email dhoare@butterfly-conservation.org or call 023 92597612

following the success of last year’s glade
creating practical conservation tasks — help create Duke of Burgundy
habitat at Bonsai Bank, Denge Wood, this winter:
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No experience necessary! Meet at Denge Woods, southernmost entrance on Pennypot Lane (TR099501). Bring a packed
lunch and drink, wear warm, outdoor clothing, strong footwear, work gloves and waterproofs in case of rain. Ensure your
tetanus immunisation is up to date. Under 16s permitted if accompanied by a parent/guardian.

This summer, Butterfly Conservation was delighted to win the National
Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty's Bowland Award
for our contribution to conserving and enhancing biodiversity within the
family of AONBs, and the Denge Woods and Rother Woods Projects
were highlighted for their contribution to enhancing biodiversity in the
Kent Downs and High Weald AONBs. These projects resulted from
terrific collaborations with our partners, and supporting organisations
and overwhelming support from local landowners and volunteers.
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