SpeCkled Wood Newsletter Issue 8, Spring/ Summer 2011

Newsletter reporting on work to conserve Lepidoptera on Forestry
Commission Land in England.
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Lepidoptera on

Forestry Commission

Foreword Land in England

Wel come to the eighth edition of AS
Conservation and Forestry Commission England (FCE) about the conservation
threatened butterflies and moths on priority sites on FCE land. In this issue we
be able to offer you Butterfly Cons
and moths: a best practice guigtee, S.A., Green, D.G., Bourn, N.A. & Hoare,db.2&gCia
introductory price. We can also report on the subeeSeuth East Woodlands Prq
Butterfly Conservations major landscape scale initiative supporting woodlang
across the regiddetails of factsheets about threatened butterflies and moths &
Conservation events can be found on page 4.
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CAN YOU SPARE 15 mins? WANT TO HELP O6TAKE
Join in with

bigjbutternflyfcount

16th - 31st July

Website addresstp://www.bigbutterflycount.org/

Thebig butterfly counis a nationwide survey aimed at helping us assess the health of our environment runi
weeks from Sat 168un 31st July.

It was launched in 2010 and an impressive 10,000 people took part, counting 210,000 Hiptedlimetasd d
across the nation. We are asking the public to I

The website will be open to take sightings throughout July and August, and will thereafter be used to disse
the results.

To take part simply download an identification chart
fromhttp://www.bigbutterflycountfimd/a nice plac mm@@m
_ to sit and count butterflies for 15 minutes durir = 9
(preferably sunny) weather frémo 188 July 2011 \\\
Easy!
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Your sightingsin only be recorded onlim¢http:// *==
www.bigbutterflycount.@md you can do as mz
counts as you like.
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South East Woodlands Success
Dan Hoare, Senior Regional Gfioath Eask
Email: dhoare@buttexdigservation.org

Butterfly Conservation's major South East Wood-
lands Project, in which Forestry Commission England was a major partner, came to an end in March |
years supportintanagement activity in woods across the region. The aim was to halt the decline of many
woodland butterflies and mothsity sustainable management to create the varied habitats on which they de
The key factor was to promote active management cycles that create the sunny, open conditions needec
ing butterflies, diversifying the age structure of woodlands to produce the habitat diversit
vital for wildlife. »

In privately owned woods we worked with Forestry Commission Woodland ¢
more thar£300,000feWGSunding at areas in need of manag@mehe public f
est estate, the partnership used ongoing forestry operations and additional
Landfill Communities Fund to improve conditions on some of the most img
Lepidoptera in the region. The project also supported advice and monitoring \
Forest Enterprise sites in the south east and beyond. DraiERto A
Although it can take years for wildlife to respond to habitat improw
we're already starting to see the benefits of this wodkd@eak|Fritillar-
ies have recolonised at least two former sites, the declining Duke of |
is thriving again on several sites in Kent, and we've seen rare moths
- Argent & Sable and Drab Looper using new habitat.

Across the region, Butterfly Conservation volunteers are working with
Commission staff and other landowners to monitor the results of th
and show thatelimanaged woods are full of wildlife.
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Duke of Burgund

Some figures give an idea of how much the project has achieved:
| 198 eventsfrom butterfly walks to chainsaw training, involving 4y@08 ffeople

1 Detailed management advice gi&ib@ites

1  £300,00n Woodland Improvement Grants from the Forestry Commis
at key sites for butterflies and moths

| 1,044 daysontributed by volunteers
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1 395 peopleook part in the landmark confefdrec&uture dYildlife i
British Woodlands ;

1 More tha60,000 butterfly and moth recogdshered ov8ryears

| More thaW00 moth speciend40 butterfly speciagcorded Ll S
Woodland Cefiferencek

I £117,471or habitat improvements awarded from the Landfill Ceir -~ i
Fund through SITA Trust and Biffaward : ;

The South East Woodlands Project was supported by the Heritage
Tubney Charitable Trust and other funtiees.project report will be pub
this summesummarising what was achieved, highlighting the chal
remain and making recommendations for those involved in forestrys &

policy.

Speckled Woo&pecial Half Price Book Offer

Woodland management for butterflies and moths: a best practice guide
Order your copy now at the exclusive price of £7.50 (RRP £15) plus £1 P&P
Available atiww.butterfbpnservation.org,

This is a limited offer, available until 31st July 2011

This A4 softback colour book aimed at landown-
ers and land management professionals gives
>4 Woodland management the information you need to implement effective
B‘"fy for butterflies and moths woodland management for wildlife, focusing on
ot A best practice guide the hrequirements of woodland butterflies and
moths.

The illustrated guide includes key principles of
woodland management for biodiversity,-with up
todate management advice in spspResic
pages with threats, requirements and manage-
ment advice for key declining species. These
guidelines can be incorporated into woodland
management with a range of other objectives
including commercial forestry,

Sections of the book are available to download
as pdfshttp://www.buttedbnservation.org/
downloadg/as well as species factsheets
(www.butterftpnservation.org/
priorityspeciesfactshpaisd other habitat

management advigev(v.butterfly
conservation.org/habitatagvice

You can order your copy omlime.butterly
conservation.ohy, telephone 01929 400209, or
by post to Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard,
East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP.
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Encouraging volunteers to survey and monitor priority sites

Volunteers play a key role in surveying and monitoring Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission England site
provides is vital to enable understanding of the changes in Lepidoptera populations and provides a bas
ment advice. To encourage further survey work at Forestry Commission England sites, get in touch with
fly Conservation braneh\.butterftpnservation.org/bcbrancand other local volunteers. If Forestry Commiss
staff request survey work, there may be Forestry Commission England funds available to fund volunteer €
bers of Butterfly Conservation are covered by

surveys (in a voluntary role), including light trapping for moths. If you need further help to set up monitc
also be available from Butterfly Conservation staff, so please get in touch with Caroline Kelly (contact det:

Training Days

Details of training events c¢anwwbuerthbresarvaton.om/eveni® u
Please contact us if you are interested in arranging specific events.

Butterfly Conservation Factsheets

Butterfly Conservation has factsheets detailing the ecology of more than 50 different butterflies and motl
of which are UK BAP priority species). Habitat management recommendations are also included. There
factsheets detailing the importance of Aspen, Goldenrod and Sweet Chestnut as foodplants for a wide |
and other insects. They also cover habitat management for moths on these plants. If you would like copi
factsheets please contact Butterfly Conservation, or download thew.bingeribpnservation.org/
priorityspeciesfactshesidwww.butterfbpnservation.org/habitatadvice

Next Issue

If you have any news about butterflies and moths from your district, (new projects, information or manas
that you would like to appear in this newsletter then please write an article of no more than 400 words &
any accompanying photos to Caroline Kelly (ckelly@gterélfion.org) by 1st September 2011 so it can b
cluded in the next newsletter.

Key Contacts

For further information please contact Caroline Kelly at Butterfly Conservation {okedlg@dtidtedhy, 01929
406028) or Rebecca Wilson at Forestry Commission England (rebecca.wilson@forestry.gsi.gov.uk, 01594

DONOGT FORGET!
Join in and help b-utterﬂy

16th - 31st July
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