The Denge Woods Project Area

The area extends well beyond the large woodland complex of Denge, along the chalk . TP

ridge of the North Downs between Ashford and Canterbury. It contains over 2000 Helpmg WOOdI_andS and wildlife in the
hectares of ancient woodland along Pett Bottom and Duckpit Valleys, Stone Street and South East, with the...

west to Wye & Crundale and the large woodland complex at Denge.
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The Kent Downs has nearly three times the national average
woodland cover. By working with woodland owners, woodland workers
and volunteers the Denge Woods Project offers a genuine opportunity
to reinvigorate management of our ancient woodlands and improve
conditions, across a large area, for woodland butterflies and moths.

The project aims to reinstate connected habitats for threatened moths
and butterflies, prevent further local extinctions and help woodland wildlife as a whole.

Why woodlands, why butterflies & moths, why bother?

England’s woodlands have been actively managed by man
for centuries. In recent times, changes in woodland uses
K and values have meant many woodlands are now under-
FOLKESTONE managed or neglected.
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Butterflies and moths are good indicators of the health of
our land; they are very sensitive to subtle changes in their
environment and many have experienced severe declines

If you have any ideas, information or questions on the project — please contact: in response to this lack of woodland management. Duke of Burgundy - now
restricted in Kent to a single
What can we do? population in Denge Woods

Fran Thompson, Denge Woods Project Officer
. Butterfly Conservation are working with Forestry
c/o Kent Downs AONB Unit, West Barn, Penstock Hall Farm, Commission in targeting a special higher rate Woodland

Canterbury Road, East Brabourne, Ashford, Kent, TN25 5LL Improvement Grant (80% of standard costs) available for

Email: fthompson@butterfly-conservation.org the project area until 2010.

Telephone: 01303 815171 or 07918 767634 We are also working with woodland manager’s, providing

management & grant advice and free training to promote
www.dengewoods.org

beneficial woodland management.

As a volunteer, woodland owner or local resident Pearl-bordered Fritillary - found
— we need your help. For up to date information in the area until 2003, but with no

; feit records since, is now presumed
on the Denge Woods Project, please visit: extinet in Kent.

Butterfly Conservation. Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). Registered Office: Manor Yard, East
Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268).



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

There are lots of ways you can be a part of the Denge Woods
Project...

As a volunteer:

Surveying butterflies and moths

Visiting local woodlands and assessing habitats
Taking advantage of free training

Joining practical conservation tasks at key sites
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Project publicity & helping with events

As a woodland owner:

0 Taking advantage of woodland management
advice, grant support and free training workshops

0 Carrying out beneficial management works under
higher rate Forestry Commission
Grants in the project area

o Providing access for butterfly & moth survey

As someone working with or knowledge of woodland produce, contractors and local
woodland markets

As a local supporter , enjoying events or with new ideas on how the project can
work with and benefit local communities

TARGET SPECIES

The project is particularly interested in recording and finding
out more about the following species in the local area;

Butterflies - Duke of Burgundy, Grizzled and Dingy
Skippers, Silver-washed & Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, White
Admiral (pictured right).

Moths - Scarce Merveille du Jour, Drab Looper, Olive Crescent Square-spotted Clay,
White-line Snout and Waved Carpet

See our “Target Species Information Sheet " for more information.

EVENTS

Through the year, we hold various events in the project area, including;
Butterfly walks - public walks at sites across the project area;

Butterfly & moth identification workshops - for new & existing volunteers
helping, workshops providing the basics in identification and survey techniques.

Group moth trapping sessions - opportunities to join the project officer and
others trapping in the field. You can bring along your own trap if you have one.

Woodland managers’ workshops - sessions providing advice to local
woodland owners/ manager’s on different aspects of woodland management.

Winter work parties - joining local conservation organisation’s practical work
parties, undertaking habitat maintenance and improvement works at key sites for
butterflies and moths in the area.

Up to date information on upcoming events can be found at www.dengewoods.org
on our South East Woodlands “Events Page ” or on the latest “Project Update .

SOUTH EAST WOODLANDS PROJECT

The Denge Woods Project Area is one of three landscape areas in the region focussed
on by Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlands Project alongside the wooded
landscapes of Rother Woods (between Rye and Robertsbridge), East Sussex and
Tytherley Woods (between Salisbury and the Test Valley at King’'s Somborne),
straddling the Wiltshire/Hampshire border.



