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Introduction 
Welcome to the winter newsletter. There has been a fantastic response to the deadline for submission of 
2005-2009 butterfly data in readiness for the next “State of...” analysis and report. It does seem that 
2009 was a much better year for recording and, as of 1 February, we had received 301,689 records for 
2009 covering 2,307 10km squares (approximately 60% of the total for Britain, Ireland, Isle of Man and 
the Channel Islands). A few county datasets are still expected or are currently being processed by Jim 
Asher and myself and these will no doubt improve the coverage figure considerably. It is wonderful that 
so many recorders and County Co-ordinators were able to process records ahead of our end of January 
deadline. We really appreciate all your efforts. The next step is further data verification, looking both for 
grid reference errors (‘digital migrants’ as we term them) and for rarer species in unusual places. We’ll 
be in touch with County Co-ordinators over any such queries during February. Then, we’ll press ahead 
with the analysis and hope to present some results at the BC International Symposium in March. 
 
As well as thanking you all, and encouraging the submission of any late datasets, the main reason for 
this newsletter is to invite you all to our annual meeting (see below). I hope to see many of you in 
Birmingham for what will undoubtedly be another enjoyable get-together. 
 
National Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting: Saturday 6 M arch 2010 
The ever-popular National Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting will take place on 6 March 2010 at the Library 
Theatre, Central Library in Birmingham (a change from our normal venue, but only a stone’s throw away) 
and you are hereby invited. As regular participants will know, this meeting is always an interesting and 
enjoyable experience, no matter how much or little you know about butterflies. The meeting is open to 
anyone interested in butterflies, recording and monitoring, and conservation. You do not have to be an 
active recorder, you do not have to be a Butterfly Conservation member and you certainly don’t have to 
be an expert. You do, however, have to book in advance and places will go quickly – so book today! As 
this newsletter only goes to a relatively small number of people, please do help us by passing on the 
invitation to anyone you know who may be interested. 

 
Following the normal format, this event will provide 
feedback about butterfly recording and monitoring 
undertaken through the Butterflies for the New 
Millennium and UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
projects, including the first unveiling of butterfly 
population trends for 2009, hot off the presses of the UK 
BMS. Did species really recover last year or continue to 
suffer from the preceding awful summers? Was 2009 a 
red letter day for the Red Admiral, a purple patch for the 
Purple Hairstreak or a dingy summer for the Dingy 
Skipper? The only way to find out is to be there.  
 

Butterflies for the New Millennium is the national recording scheme for butterflies in Britain and Ireland and 
is organised in the UK by Butterfly Conservation and the Biological Records Centre and in the Republic of 
Ireland by The Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club. The initial survey work (1995-99) was used to assess the 
status of all native species in The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland. New data from  
2000-04 were incorporated in The State of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland published in 2006. Recording 
continues so as to provide up-to-date information for nature conservation, public education and research.  
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Biological Records Centre 
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We also have another exciting line-up of guest speakers from across Britain and Ireland, including Dr 
Keith Porter (Natural England) on the extinction and reintroductions of the Marsh Fritillary in Cumbria, 
Richard Buckland (Butterfly Conservation) on exciting times for butterfly recorders in the Scottish 
Borders, Rebecca Nesbit (Rothamsted Research) on the amazing migration of the Painted Lady and all 
the latest news about the Silver-spotted Skipper from Dr Jonathan Bennie (University of Exeter). 
 
Advanced booking is required and should be made by contacting Butterfly Conservation on 01929 
400209 or info@butterfly-conservation.org��A heavily-subsidised registration fee of £5 per person will be 
payable on the day (not in advance) to help cover the costs of venue hire, tea/coffee and buffet lunch. 
 
New Red List of British butterflies 
The distribution data gathered by the BNM scheme is put to many uses to further the conservation of 
butterflies. The records you gather contribute to decision making about site management, planning 
applications and the targeting of grants such as Higher-level Stewardship, as well as being put to many 
uses in ecological research.  
 
One of the most important uses of the data is in defining the changing 
status of our butterfly species and, thus, prioritizing species for 
conservation action. The last analysis of BNM data, using records 
collated up to 2004, was used to inform the review of the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan during 2006/7, and it has also now been 
used, together with trends from the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, 
to produce a new Red List of British butterflies. This was published 
early in 2010 by JNCC, based on work undertaken by Butterfly 
Conservation. The previous official Red List dated back to 1987 and 
was severely out of date – not just because of the rapid changes 
(mainly declines) that have been recorded for British butterflies in 
recent decades, but also because the criteria used to define 
threatened species in Red Lists or Red Data Books have changed 
greatly. The new Red List, therefore, brings butterflies into line with 
other groups including vascular plants, birds and dragonflies that 
have been assessed against the revised criteria. 
 
The Red List categorizes 19 butterflies as threatened (two Critically 
Endangered, eight Endangered and nine Vulnerable), 11 as Near Threatened and four as Regionally 
Extinct. Only 28 species (45% of the British fauna) were classed as Least Concern.  The report can be 
downloaded from www.jncc.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=5141 or paper copies can be ordered from JNCC. 
 
Funding of butterfly (and moth) recording 
For many years the BNM recording scheme has been funded by Butterfly Conservation itself along with 
grants from various charitable trusts (currently The John Ellerman Foundation is helping to fund the 
project). This situation is not sustainable and we are looking to the governmental agencies, as major 
potential ‘customers’ for the data, to consider funding the recording scheme (and the National Moth 
Recording Scheme) into the future. Natural England has already made a very welcome contribution to 
the BNM and we hope that other agencies will follow suit. However, with Government cut-backs widely 
anticipated, there is still likely to be a substantial shortfall. Butterfly Conservation’s main fundraising 
appeal this year will thus focus on our recording work, so individuals can also help secure a viable future 
for these vital schemes. We are encouraging online donations at www.butterfly-conservation.org 
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Feel free to pass copies of this newsletter on to others or to incorporate the information into your own 
newsletters, so as to help promote butterfly recording. I can provide an electronic copy if that helps. 
Please contact me if you want to be added to or taken off the mailing list.  

The John Ellerman Foundation generously provided funding for this newsletter. 

Richard Fox �  01626 368385 (office hours) �  rfox@butterfly-conservation.org 


