BUTTERFLIES IN THE ARTS

Art & Music

Art

There is a delightful colour illustration to accompany
Stephen Spender’s ‘Chalk Blue’ poem by Gordon
Beningfield in ‘Poems of the Countryside’, as well as pictures
of Meadow Browns, Small Tortoiseshells and Red Admirals
to complement other poems.

Butterfly Conservation President Gordon Beningfield himself
has produced illustrations of many British species of
butterfly and these can be found with an accompanying text
in his work ‘Beningfield’s Butterflies’.

A more recent work which includes illustrations of butterflies
amongst those of other wildlife, as well as some very
interesting text, is ‘F. W. Frowbawk: His Life and Work’ by
Dr J. Chatfield.

There are also black and white drawings of butterflies in the
works of B.B.

‘Bright Wings of Summer, by David Measures is also
recommended.

Five paintings to be found in the National Gallery (of which
postcards are available) are: Zong Grass with Butterflies’ by
Van Gogh, 'The Painter’s Daughter catching a Butterfly
(unfinished) by Gainsborough; and the following three
which are particularly recommended: ‘Flowers in a
Terracotta Vase’ by Jan van Huijsum; and two paintings by
Paulus Theodorus van Brussel entitled ‘Flowers in a Vase.

Music

Three compositions which might be useful in this difficult
field are: ‘Papillons’by Schumann; ‘Le Papillon Et La Fleur’,
an arrangement for piano and voice of a poem by Victor
Hugo by Gabriel Fauré; finally, a particular favourite, The
Red Admiral Butterfly (Slip Jig) by James Galway and the
Chieftains.
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