Part of Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlan

Many woodland butterflies and moths rely on light/open, flower-rich
areas within woodland for nectar to feed on and places to breed.

This winter it has been great to see many landowners in the East Kent
Downs starting work to create open areas in their woods. Volunteers
have also been out and about cutting back trees and scrub at key sites.

Through coppicing and ride widening it is hoped that some of our rarer
species can recover numbers and expand their range.

Forestry Commission have extended the boundary for the project’s
higher level Woodland Improvement Grant (80% standard costs). If you
are thinking of undertaking woodland management in 2009-2011 and
fall within the boundary below, please contact me as soon as possible
to discuss. Grants are awarded on a first come, first served basis.

for winter works 2009 - 2011
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In 2008, 32 butterfly species were recorded in the Denge Woods project
area (over half of all UK species including 4 UKBAP priority species) and
490 moth species (including 2 Red Data Book and 3 UKBAP priority
species).

In September, we found an Olive Crescent larva at a second woodland
site. This species is one of a number of woodland moth species whose
larvae feed on dying leaves and is a UK Red Data Book and UKBAP
priority species; recorded from only 15 10km squares in Britain!

For a full list of butterflies and moths recorded i n the area and for
up to date information on the Denge Woods Project, please visit:

DERIGE WOODS PROJECT
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Ride widening, private woodland, nr Barham

Butterfly Conservation and Kent Wildlife Trust
volunteers extending a glade at Yockletts Bank

Coppicing at private woodland, Denge Woods,
close to Bonsai Bank
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Kentish Stour Countryside Project volunteers
removing mulch from potential Duke of
Burgundy habitat at Denge Woods

Larvae of rare Olive Crescent moth found at
private woodland site in September
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Sunday 1st March
10am — 4pm

Work Party @ Yockletts Bank Nature Reserve , nr Waltham. Coppicing with Kent Wildlife
Trust at this site for Drab Looper. Meet at reserve car park, off The Gogway (TR124478).

Monday 23rd March

7pm —9pm

Drop-in Information Session  for the Denge Woods Project, Petham. Displays on the
project’s progress so far and information on the butterflies, moths and woodlands of the local
area. For volunteer recorders a chance to meet other volunteers and discuss which sites and
species need most assistance with survey in 2009. Petham Village Hall (TR12955140).

Sunday 29th March
9am — afternoon

Bird Walk with local RSPB group. Meet at Garlinge Green (TR11255250). Suggested
donation £1.

Sunday 5th April

Work Party @ Spong Wood Nature Reserve , nr EImsted. Coppicing with Kent Wildlife Trust

10am — 4pm at this site for White Admiral butterfly. Meet at EImsted Church (TR117449).
Sunday 26th April Butterfly ID Workshop . Free workshop (plus walk if weather obliges) for people interested in
10.30am — 2pm taking part in butterfly surveys. Session will give you all the preparation you need to start

identifying & recording butterflies. Stelling Minnis Windmill (TR146465). Booking essential.

Saturday 9th May
10am — afternoon

Butterfly Walk , Denge Woods with Butterfly Conservation’s Kent branch. Meet TR099501 -
Denge Woods, southernmost entrance, Pennypot Lane.

Friday 15th May
8.30pm start

Moth Trapping Session . Shrubs Wood, private woodland near Hastingleigh/Bodsham. Meet
at woodland entrance TR102460.

Weekend
16th/17th May

Spring Butterflies Survey Bonanza!  We need volunteers to look for butterflies (including
rare Dingy Skipper, Duke of Burgundy, and Grizzled Skipper) across Denge Woods Project
area over this (hopefully sunny) weekend to assess distribution of these species. Please let
the project officer know if you can help for details and so a site can be assigned to you!

Sunday 24th May
1lam — 1pm

BBQ for Butterflies! Elham Farmer’'s Market, Rose & Crown, High Street, Elham
(TR177439). Family event celebrating local food and woodland produce and how they can
benefit butterflies and other wildlife. Details on closer to the time.

Friday 12th June
8.30pm start

Moth Trapping Session . Bursted Wood, private woodland near Bossingham. Meet at
entrance to wood TR159507.

Saturday 25th July
8.30pm start

Moth Trapping Session . Covert Wood. Meet at main Forestry Commission car park
(TR188483). Please note this is different to last year's meeting point.

Weekend
1%/2" August

Summer Butterflies Survey Bonanza!  As per the Spring Survey, help us look for White
Admiral, Silver-washed Fritillary and other summer butterflies across the project area.

Saturday 15th Aug
8.30pm start

Moth Trapping Session. Earley Wood, near Petham. Meet at Woodland Trust car park off
Waltham Road (TR118503).

Friday 18th Sept
8.30pm start

Moth Trapping Session (National Moth Night). Denge Woods. Meet at Forestry
Commission’s southernmost entrance to Denge Woods on Pennypot Lane TR099501.

For all outdoor events please wear suitable outdoor clothing, stout footwear and bring waterproofs in case of rain.

Moth trapping sessions - join moth recorders trapping in the field; bring a moth trap if you have one, or just come and
learn more about the wonderful world of moths. Please bring a torch, your own refreshments and wear warm clothing.

Work parties - please bring a packed lunch and drink, wear warm, outdoor clothing, strong footwear, work gloves and
waterproofs in case of rain. Volunteers should ensure their tetanus immunisation is up to date. Under 16s are permitted
if accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times.

For all project and event enquiries contact Fran Th

ompson, Denge Woods Project Officer

Telephone 01303 815171 or 07918 767634 or email fthompson@butterfly -conservation.or
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