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Survey season 2009 is well underway, with our three spring target species (Duke of Burgundy, Dingy Skipper & 
Grizzled Skipper) spotted at old haunts, and pastures (and woodlands) new. 

Thanks to all of you who help survey, many of you regularly checking sites 
through the year. Hopefully as you’ll have seen at the February display session, 
all this information gives landowners a welcome insight into what butterflies are 
using their land, helps us influence management, and provides invaluable 
distribution information on each species. 
 
We have had some wonderful events this year ... lots 
of new faces came to our butterfly ID workshop, Drab 
Looper, Anania funebris and twenty-four Duke of 

Burgundy, were seen on our butterfly walk at Denge, and the recent BBQ for 
butterflies (promoting use of local charcoal) was also a fabulous opportunity to get new 
folk involved and to spread the woodland word! 
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Managers of all sites known for Duke of Burgundy in Kent in the last 15 years 
came along to a Duke of Burgundy Management Workshop in April. With all 
owners committed to helping the cause of this disadvantaged Kentish 
species, its prospects seem much improved.  
 
Duke of Burgundy has had a relatively good year with 31 individuals counted 
on one day at Denge in May (compared with 12 in 2008). A maximum of 11 
were recorded at the private chalk grassland site found last year.  

 
Four additional sites were found to support Duke of 
Burgundy this year; including two individuals on Wye 
NNR, and three small colonies at private sites in the Wye & Crundale area. This illustrates 
a combination of a better season, how easy this species is overlooked, the importance of 
habitat on private land, and gaining access for and carrying out survey! 
 
Next year we would like each site to be monitored and we will hold a workshop for 

interested parties to start what will hopefully be an ongoing Duke of Burgundy monitoring programme. 
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A number of changes were made to Forestry Commission’s English Woodland Grant Scheme earlier in the 
year. This included an increase in their “standard  cost” rates, for which you can receive 80% if you are in the 
Denge Woods Project area up until 2012. Also, all woodlands under 100ha are now eligible for Annual 
Management Grant at up to £30/hectare. Contact Fran for details. 
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We will be holding a Deer Management Workshop with the South East Deer Initiative on the 
morning of Tuesday 8th September for land owners and managers from in/around the Denge 
Woods project area. Please put the date in your diary, invitation to land managers to follow. 

Part of Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlan ds Project  

For  information on the Denge Woods Project, please visi t:  
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������� (Please wear suitable outdoor clothing, stout footwear & bring waterproofs in case of rain)�
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Join Natural England’s celebration of Wye National Nature Reserve, a fabulous site for 
butterflies & moths. Flyer with details available at www.dengewoods.org  
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Search for White Admiral. Meet at Forestry Commission car park (TR188483).  
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We need volunteers to look for butterflies (including White Admiral and 
Silver-washed Fritillary) across Denge Woods Project area over this 
(hopefully sunny) weekend to assess distribution of these species. 
Contact Fran so a site can be assigned to you!  
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Join moth recorders trapping in the field at one of the sessions below; meeting time – 8.30pm - bring a moth trap if you 
have one, or simply come and learn more about the wonderful world of moths. Please bring a torch, your own refreshments 
and warm clothing. Please call Fran on the day (07918 767634) if you plan on attending. 

Friday 12th June Bursted Wood , private woodland near Bossingham. Meet at entrance to wood (TR159507).�

Saturday 25th July Covert Wood . Meet at main Forestry Commission car park (TR188483). �

Saturday 15th Aug Earley Wood , near Petham. Meet at Woodland Trust car park, Waltham Road (TR118503).�

Friday 18th Sept  National Moth Night - Denge Woods . Meet at Forestry Commission’s southernmost 
entrance to Denge Woods on Pennypot Lane (TR099501).�

We also run a number of other moth trapping sessions at short notice depending on weather, if you are interested in these 
let me know so I can add you to the contact list for these.  
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We REALLY want your records –see www.dengewoods.org survey pages for a 
recording spreadsheet, and information on how to create and submit your records. 

.�-��������� �we have many wonderful woodlands in need of surveying. Ideally sites 
should be visited once/twice a month on a good, sunny, calm day. Can you help? Let Fran know. 

,�	
������/������  As the season advances, please look out for White Admiral 
and Silver-washed Fritillary. Last year both species appeared to be expanding their 
range in the project area. 

��	����	�/�	�����  Why not also tell us what butterflies visit your garden – 
download a garden recording form from the survey page of www.dengewoods.org  
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2  Help map the spread of the Painted Lady by submitting 
your sightings on www.butterfly-conservation.org/migrantwatch  

 

 

 

 
 

For all enquiries contact Fran Thompson, Denge Woods  Project Officer  

01303 815171 or 07918 767634 or email fthompson@but terfly-conservation.org  
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Butterfly Conservation. Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). Registered Office: Manor Yard, East 
Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). 
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