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As the season for survey and events winds down I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has helped the project so far... we recorded over forty-five days worth of 
volunteer hours between May and July alone, and generated over 2000 records; a fantastic 
level of support for 2008, helping us achieve the following 2008 survey highlights : 
 
 

·  Discovery of previously unknown population of Duke of Burgundy in Kent - in 
preceding years, only one population was known to remain in the county; 

·  White Admiral recorded in woodlands across the area (>15 woodlands) – from 1994 
to 2008, there were just 3 records of White Admiral in the project area; 

·  Silver-washed Fritillary found in the main Denge Woods complex - from 1994 to 
2008, there was just a single record from a garden in the project area; 

·  Drab Looper recorded weekly from May to June in the main Denge Woods complex 
- this species had not been recorded here for some years; 

·  Olive Crescent caught at a new woodland - the fourteenth county record; and 

·  New and recolonised sites for Black-veined Moth discovered within project area - a 
chalk grassland species, restricted nationally to a small area in Kent 

Disappointingly, despite searches of previously known habitat in the project area, no 
sign of Pearl-bordered Fritillary was found. 

Records...  if you have any 2008 records yet to be submitted, please pass them on to 
me as soon as possible so they can be included in the 2008 reports to landowners. 

Woodland Grants...   Forestry Commission’s application window for English Woodland 
Grant Scheme (EWGS) re-opened recently and a Woodland Improvement Grant paying 
80% of standard costs of beneficial woodland management works remains in place for 
the project area, so, if you are thinking of undertaking any woodland management in 
the project area between 2009 and 2011, please contact me as soon as possible as 
grants are awarded on a first come, first served basis.  

Events 2008...  Over the summer we held a well attended programme of events 
including public walks, talks, butterfly and moth ID workshops and moth trapping 
sessions including National Moth Night at Wye National Nature Reserve. Thanks to 
Peter Kirby, David Gardner, Ian Ferguson and Alan Cooper for sharing their expertise 
at these events and to the many others of you who came along in support. 

         Work parties are planned for the winter se ason....details overleaf 
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The project continues to look for volunteer support through the upcoming months, and we have a programme of 
winter tasks joining local conservation organisations carrying out habitat maintenance and improvement works at 
key sites for butterflies and moths in the project area. 

If you can help with some hands-on conservation, please join the project officer at the following work parties: 

Day Date Time Activity Location 

Tue 7th Oct 10am to 4pm Scrub Clearance Wye NNR 

Sun 12th Oct 10am to 4pm Ride Management Yockletts Bank 

Thu 23rd Oct 10am to 4pm Ride Management Denge & Pennypot Woods 

Thu 30th Oct 10am to 4pm Ride Management Denge & Pennypot Woods 

Tue 2nd Dec 10am to 4pm Scrub Clearance Wye NNR 

Sun 7th Dec 10am to 4pm Coppicing Yockletts Bank 

Thu 8th Jan 10am to 4pm Scrub Clearance Down Bank SSSI 

 

Wye NNR (National Nature Reserve) – Join Natural England volunteers  clear scrub at this national nature 
reserve, a site supporting populations of Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted, Dingy & Grizzled Skippers among others. 
Meet at car park opposite restaurant, overlooking the Devil’s Kneading Trough (TR077456).  

Yockletts Bank  – Join Kent Wildlife Trust volunteers carry out ride and coppice works on this woodland nature 
reserve, recently a site for Drab Looper. Meet at main car park, Wadden Hall Lane, off Stone Street (TR124478).  

Denge & Pennypot Woods  – Join Kentish Stour Countryside Project volunteers improve ride habitat for benefit 
of Duke of Burgundy and Drab Looper. Meet at Woodland Trust’s car park, Pennypot Lane (TR099525). 

Down Bank SSSI  (Site of Special Scientific Interest) – Join Kentish Stour Countryside Project volunteers clear 
scrub from this fantastic chalk grassland site, great for butterflies and moths. Meet at lay-by off A28 (TR074529). 

Details... Please bring a packed lunch and drink, wear warm, outdoor clothing, 
strong footwear (steel toe capped boots if you have them), work gloves and 
waterproofs in case of rain. Volunteers should ensure their tetanus immunisation 
is up to date. Under 16s are permitted if accompanied by a parent or guardian at 
all times, but best to call and check suitability of the task.  

It is very helpful to know in advance if you plan on coming along; so please call 
me beforehand if you can. 

 

For all event enquiries, comments & questions pleas e contact me: 

Fran Thompson, Denge Woods Project Officer 

Telephone 01303 815171 or mobile 07918 767634  

Email fthompson@butterfly-conservation.org 
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Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). 


