DERNGE WOODS PROJECT

Part of Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlan ds Project

Woodland workers have been busy this winter across ancient woods of the project area cutting blocks of coppice
here and there and opening up connecting rides and sheltered glades in time before birds start nesting, and
Forestry Commission eWGS claims deadline is upon us (end of March — don’t forget)!

A hardy enthusiastic group of Butterfly Conservation volunteers have been clearing young conifers from Bonsai
Bank, using tools generously lent to us by Kentish Stour Countryside Project. Works complement management
undertaken by Forestry Commission, Woodland Trust and private landowners across the wider woodland
complex and we hope more and better connected breeding habitat for Duke of Burgundy will result.

As we enter the final staffed year of the
project our goal is to maintain
momentum; ensuring woodlands which
have started active, positive
management  continue, and that
volunteers keep monitoring and informing
management at key sites.

The event programme is provided
overleaf and includes a Duke of
Burgundy Guardian workshop to build up
a sustainable monitoring program for this
species. Come along and help if you can!

Our popular moth light trapping evenings will run slightly differently this year, with sessions B AEAEE
advertised via email, 2-3 days in advance, allowing us to be more flexible depending on
weather. If you want to be included in the email distribution list, or if you're an owner with
woodland you'd like surveyed please be in touch; we welcome new (accessible) sites.

Brimstones have already been spotted soaking up some early sun this year. Other species
which spend the winter tucked away as an adult and therefore most likely to be seen in
these early months are Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell. So recording can start now!

Download a garden recording form from the recording page of www.dengewoods.org and
tell us what visits your garden through the year; an easy way to help the project and learn
more about the wildlife in your back yard.
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A general site recording form is also available, if you're an old hand at surveying,
enthusiastic beginner or you own your own land, we welcome records from farms,
grasslands, hedgerows and of course woodlands too. If you can help survey for butterflies
through the spring/summer we want to hear from you!

Records will help the Denge Woods Project and also feed in to national monitoring
schemes and ultimately help us decide where to focus conservation effort across Britain.

For up -to-date information on the Denge Woods Project, please visit:

WWwWw.dengewoods.org
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Saturday 24th April Duke of Burgundy Guardian Workshop, Waltham Village Hall (TR108486). Event for

10am - 2pm Qo volunteers able to help survey Duke of Burgundy. Indoor talk covering ecology of this
species, survey methods, and sites to begin annual monitoring programme. Followed by
visit to Denge Woods to try and find Duke of Burgundy! Booking essential. Lunch provided.

Sunday 9th May Butterfly Walk, Denge Woods  with Butterfly Conservation’s Kent branch and project
10.30am — 2pm officer. Meet Denge Woods, southernmost entrance, Pennypot Lane (TR099501).
Tuesday 18th May Survey, in search of Duke of Burgundy! Wye National Nature Reserve. After a sighting
10am — 3pm of Duke of Burgundy here last year, join the project officer and Natural England to survey
the reserve. The site is large with steep sided coombes, but with many hands to help, it
%} should be an enjoyable day! Meet at top car park, opposite restaurant TR0O77456.
Saturday’15th May Bats ‘n’ Moths (National Moth Night), Godmersham Ch  urch (TR062504). Join Butterfly

talks on basic identification and ecology of both groups, a walk around Godmersham estate

7pm — 10pm “ Conservation and Bat Conservation Trust for an evening of bats and moths! Includes indoor
’ " ih in search of bats, and checking light traps for moths.

Sunday 16th May Butterfly Walk, Godmersham Park  with Denge Woods Project Officer and estate
10am — 1pm manager, a rare opportunity to explore the delightful downs and wonderful woodlands of this
@ fantastic estate. Park in field close to Godmersham Church TR062504 (will be signed on the
day). Includes a steep climb.
Saturday 26 ™ June Celebrate Wye's Woods! An afternoon at Wye National Nature Reserve learning about its
2pm — 5pm beautiful butterflies, marvellous moths, how to make charcoal, watch horses extracting

timber, enjoy a BBQ using Wye Community Farm sausages and charcoal and much more.

A family friendly event run jointly by ourselves, Natural England and Wye Community Farm.
v, A If you want to start the afternoon with a guided butterfly walk meet at the top car park over
ﬂri the road from the restaurant at 2pm (TR077456). Otherwise follow the nature trail (signed)
P at your own leisure down to the charcoal kiln, BBQ and activities. Possible public transport

option from Wye Church check our website www.dengewoods.org for details closer to time.

Sunday 1st August Butterfly Walk, Lyminge Forest (Save Our Butterflie s Week) with Denge Woods Project
10am — 1pm @ Officer. Help survey the woodland for summer butterflies, particularly White Admiral. Meet
at main car park, West Wood TR143440.

Tuesday 10th August Survey, in search of Silver-spotted Skipper! Wye Na  tional Nature Reserve. Sightings of
10am — 3pm this reintroduced butterfly at Wye have dwindled in recent years; join the project officer and
% Natural England to see if we can find any amongst the reserves many nooks and crannies.
Meet at top car park, opposite restaurant TR077456.

We will hold a Project Finale evening later in the year, to be advertised closer to the time

For all outdoor events please wear suitable outdoor clothing, stout footwear and
bring waterproofs in case of rain. For butterfly walks, bring a packed lunch if you
want to join us for a picnic afterwards.

It is very useful to know if you intend to join a walk, workshop or survey day so
please let me know in advance if you can.

For all enquiries contact Fran Thompson, Denge Wood s Project Officer

01303 815171 or 07918 767634 or email fthompson@but__terfly-conservation.org
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