FOXES AND RABBITS GAME

This is an outdoor game that can be played on a games pitch or any open ground where there are no obstacles to trip over. It is great fun and can be a very good way to let off steam! It does, however, need a referee with a loud voice.

It is based on the simple food chain:     Grass…..Rabbits….Fox

Out of the class of children, some will be foxes, some rabbits and some grass. They will all want to be Foxes, no-one will want to be grass! 
But in Nature, the distribution of numbers will be very unequal. Discuss with the children how many of them will be grass, how many rabbits and how many foxes to represent the situation in the real world. Out of a group of, say, 30, there may be 3 foxes, 10 rabbits and 17 grass. The grass stands spread along one end of the field, the rabbits at the other and the foxes on the halfway mark. The rabbits have to run from their end to the grass without being caught (touched) by the foxes. The rabbits also get their grass by touching it.  Each fox and rabbit can only touch one food item each round.

Rabbits that are caught by the foxes become foxes in the next round. Grass that gets eaten by a rabbit becomes converted into rabbit. Any foxes or rabbits that do not find food, ‘die’ and become grass. So the numbers will increase and decrease just as they might in Nature.

It is worth producing a results sheet like the one below to record the numbers of grass, rabbits and foxes as the game progresses.

	Game Number
	Numbers at the start of each game

	
	Foxes
	Rabbits
	Grass

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	


There is a follow-up sheet to this game  - go to the Activity Sheets to Print Out.

