Food Chains in a woodland habitat

Link the following animals and plants into food chains starting with the producer organism (the plant)

1. Woodlouse, Oak tree, Robin, Sparrowhawk.

2. Violet ground beetle, Common cow-wheat plant, Kestrel, Heath Fritillary butterfly larva

3. Oak leaves, Little Owl, Violet ground beetle, Woodlouse

4. Common Cow-wheat , Blackbird,  Yellow slug, Sparrowhawk

5. Hedgehog, Wild Arum flowers, Slug, Fox

6. Green Oak Tortrix moth larvae, Great Tit, Oak leaves, Sparrowhawk

7. Noctule Bat, Pale Tussock Moth, Oak leaves

8. Spotted Flycatcher, Oak leaves, Sparrowhawk, Purple Hairstreak butterfly.

The green plants are called the PRODUCERS

The animals that live off the Producers are the Herbivores or PRIMARY CONSUMERS

The animals that live off the Primary Consumers are the SECONDARY CONSUMERS

The animals that live off the Secondary Consumers are called the TERTIARY CONSUMERS.

Fill in the table below for the eight food chains you have just put together:

	Food Chain 

number
	The Producer
	The Herbivore

(Primary Consumer)
	The Carnivore

(SecondaryConsumer)
	The Top Carnivore

(Tertiary Consumer)

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	


The answers to this are in the Teachers’ Notes section.

As you see the herbivores share the same foodplants, several of the Secondary Consumers share the same prey and Sparrowhawk appears four times out of 8 as the top carnivore. All the food chains are interlinked.

Can you build these food chains into one woodland food web?

Questions about the Food Chains

1. What do you notice about the number of links in any one food chain? 

2. In the examples above which include Sparrowhawks, how do you think the number of small birds compares with the number of sparrowhawks in a woodland ecosystem?

3. How do you think the numbers of organisms at the different stages of a foodchain compare with each other?

4. How do the sizes of the animals at the different stages of the foodchains compare with each other?

5. Are there usually more plants in an ecosystem that there are herbivores? What about oak trees?

