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Summary

This report outlines the progress and achievement of the Two Moors Threatened Butterfly
Project for the period April 2006 — March 2007.

More than 80 areas of fritillary habitat have been visited to date; advice has been give for
almost 1000 ha of habitat, resulting in habitat restoration works at more than 600 ha of habitat.

H|gh||ghts of the past 6 months have been:
Securing more than £25,000, with help of Natural England and Exmoor and Dartmoor
National Park, that was spent on capital works and management to benefit the
threatened Fritillaries in the Heddon valley, at Ashton Cleave, Road Hill & Nethercote
Farm, Codsend Moor and Fernworthy Reservoir

Securing a WES agreement with English Nature staff and landowner and manager at
West Down resulting in programme of scrub works. Works have started this winter

Preparation and submission of HLS application for Higher Bumsley Farm, habitat has
been fenced, Exmoor ponies bought, and scrub cleared in the past months

Work with National Trust staff and their volunteer work parties in the Heddon Valley,
resulting in baseline monitoring, scrub clearance, runnel cutting and adult monitoring

Road Hill & Nethercote Farm; meeting with landowners, land managers, Exmoor NPA
staff and RDS ecologist resulting in the preparation of HLS applications for both
landowners in close liaison with Exmoor National Park Authority staff. Winter cattle
grazing was introduced to the Nethercote area, while scrub was cleared this winter in
both areas

Erection of handling pens at Codsend Moor, to aid the re-introduction of cattle grazing

Two public events held in June, involving the local community with Heath Fritillary
conservation at Alcombe Common

Involvement in GAP workshop at Brimpts Farm on Dartmoor ponies and their use in
conservation grazing, stressing the importance for Fritillaries (50+ people attended
including invited landowners from Exmoor)

It is proposed that the number of Priority Areas remain the same in order to maintain the
current level of support required in these areas and continue the necessary follow-up. More
detailed information on progress and achievements can be found in the following sections with
details on other achievements/actions, reports and management plans, FEPs and HLS
applications, community involvement & publicity and proposed future events and publicity.

Table 1: Priority areas 2006-2007

Area Species Priority Area

Dartmoor High Brown Fritillary Roborough & West Down
Teign Valley

Dart Valley

Marsh Fritillary Tor Valley
Fernworthy — Long Lane system

Exmoor High Brown Fritillary Heddon Valley
Exe Valley
Barle Valley

Marsh Fritillary Codsend Moor




1 Dartmoor

1.1 High Brown Fritillary

Roborough & West Down

The commoners at Roborough Down are in the process of applying for Higher Level
Stewardship, and their secretary is coordinating the process. A Farm Environment Plan and
HLS application have been prepared, but submission of the application is held back because of
unresolved financial and mapping issues. The ESA agreement on this site has expired last
year. This site is one of the most important areas for the High Brown Fritillary in the country,
and having the tools & funding in place to secure sympathetic management for this area is
crucially important. It is proposed that the projects’ involvement is stepped up in this area,
liaising between the different parties involved. The peak count for High Brown Fritillary in this
area was 6.

Following the scrub management last winter, positive works have continued at West Down
during the summer; runnels have been cut through the Bracken. After consultation with the
commoners, a Wildlife Enhancement Scheme agreement and scrub management plan have
been drawn up for the landowner and English Nature, which will result in a programme of scrub
and young Bramble control at the steep South-facing slope over the next five years. The first
phase of the scrub works as agreed in the WES agreement has now been carried out, and
further works will continue in the spring & summer; young Bramble will be controlled in early
May, and runnels will be cut through areas of Bracken to encourage livestock movements
through the habitat. 7 HBF /23 DGF were recorded at the site during the peak of the flight
period.

Further work planned at Roborough & West Down:
Continue support to landowner, land manager and English Nature regarding works &
management at West Down
Step up project’s involvement at Roborough Down, liaising with the parties involved.

Land manager signing the WES agreement with
English Nature for West Down.



Teign Valley

Several meetings have been held with Devon Wildlife Trust staff, discussing sympathetic
management for the High Brown and Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Dunsford . After major scrub
clearance works last winter, positive works have continued during summer; areas of thick
Bracken litter were rolled and runnels were cut through the Bracken. Lack of a water supply has
hampered re-introduction of grazing at the site up till now, but funding to allow this has been
secured by the Trust. Due to high water levels in the river, the pump has not been installed yet,
but during the next dry spell a temporary water supply will be installed, and grazing will be re-
introduced shortly. Butterfly numbers were good last summer with peak counts of 20 Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries and 17 High Brown Fritillaries recorded. One Marsh Fritillary was seen.

The Broadmoor Common area was visited with the Dartmoor NPA ecologist in spring. The
vegetation in the small area of habitat present now consists of more or less 100% Bluebells,
leaving it unsuitable for the High Brown Fritillary. Patchily suitable habitat was present in the
area to the west, this area was heavily utilized by deer and 12 Pearl-bordered Fritillaries were
recorded.

Castle Drogo was visited in spring and advice on management given to National Trust site
staff. They had cleared some Gorse scrub, and are grazing the site with ponies. Unfortunately,
the National Trust have been unable to carry out any further scrub works and burning in the
habitat this winter, due to pressure of other work, however, grazing is ongoing.

A habitat assessment has been carried out for Cranbrook . There is thick Gorse cover in the
East and North facing areas, and there is very dense Bracken in the South-facing area. This
site is not suitable for High Brown Fritillary at the moment, and hasn't been for a number of
years. Scrub management has been carried in the past year, and Bracken control is planned in
the South-facing area for this summer. Pearl-bordered fritillary was seen at the site, but no High
Brown Fritillaries were recorded. Restoration of the site, focussing on the South-facing area,
remains a priority.

Further work planned in Teign Valley:
Continue support & advice to Devon Wildlife Trust regarding Dunsford
Continue support & advice to National Trust staff at Castle Drogo.
Ensure management at Cranbrook remains focussed on South-facing areas

Dart Valley

Karen Aylward leads in this priority area. After the restoration works at Blackadon during last
winter by RDS, the commoners and Devon Wildlife Trust, there was clear evidence of stock
grazing the site and creating paths in May, and very good numbers of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries
were recorded. Devon Wildlife Trust cut rides and small glades through the thick Bracken at the
bottom of the slope in July, encouraging stock into these areas. A single High Brown Fritillary
was recorded in June. Positive works have continued in the second half of the project year;
Devon Wildlife Trust have cut back the bracken litter layer in patches where it was becoming
very dense and brambly. The management at this site has had some excellent early results,
and continued work to reduce the deep Bracken litter should result in excellent habitat condition
for the High Brown Fritillary in a few years. A brief report was prepared describing the works.

Scrub is rapidly encroaching in the habitat at Lucky Tor , and scrub control in this area is a high
priority. In liaison with Natural England, Devon Wildlife Trust have spent a number of days
clearing scrub in the area this winter. They will cut paths through the Bracken in May to
encourage livestock movements through the area. It has been agreed with the grazier to graze
this area early in spring, using supplementary feed to help create paths through the bracken.



A High Brown adult count was carried in July at Aish Tor , but the results were poor with only a
handful recorded. The results of a transect in the same area were 11 HBF at peak, with 35
recorded in total.

Devon Wildlife Trust have a Bracken bruiser, and have suggested they could control Bracken in
some areas where the species is becoming too dominant. A habitat assessment for the Dart
valley, planned for late spring 2007, will identify areas where these works would be best
targeted. This survey will also identify the areas of suitable and potential habitat for the High
Brown Fritillary in the area, enabling the commoners, Natural England and the Environment
Agency to make informed decisions on areas where (aerial) Bracken spraying would not
conflict with High Brown Fritillary interest. The Dart valley remains one of the most important
areas for this rare butterfly in the country.

Further work planned in Dart Valley:
Carry out survey of suitable and potential habitat in the Dart valley
Liaise with Devon Wildlife Trust and commoners on desired programme of works in the
Dart valley.

Devon Wildlife Trust clearing scrub at Lucky Tor.

Work in other areas

Through work with the Dartmoor Hill Farm Project, advice on habitat management and input in
the HLS application was given for North Harton Down . The area is currently grazed by sheep
but under Stewardship, a programme of Bracken management and cattle or pony grazing
should be re-introduced in this area, however, an agreement has not been secured yet. The
High Brown Fritillary was recorded at Trendlebere Down by English Nature staff last summer,
after a long period with no records.

The commoners at Lustleigh Cleave are considering a Stewardship application for the site.
There are a number of financial issues to be resolved, but help and support will be provided by
the project when an application and FEP is being prepared for the site.

Further work planned in other areas:
Continue to Liaise with Natural England staff and landowner over Stewardship
agreement at North Harton Down
Give help and support to commoners on Lustleigh Cleave application when required.



2.2 Marsh Fritillary
Tor valley

After preparation of the Farm Environment Plan and Higher Level Stewardship application, a
Stewardship agreement is now in place at Venton Farm , and the site has been grazed with
cattle and Dartmoor ponies. The habitat in the area is visibly improving, and web counts were
higher this year than last. Scrub has been cleared this winter.

A Farm Environment Plan and Higher Level Stewardship application were also prepared for
Waye Cross Farm in the first project year. After a somewhat slow start, positive works have
now started. The Marsh Fritillary habitat has been fenced, and scrub is being cleared. Where
Western Gorse was closing over, areas have been burnt to open the habitat up. The landowner
will purchase Dartmoor ponies and introduce controlled grazing to the areas early summer.

After the project’s involvement, a Stewardship agreement is how also in place for the Marsh
Fritillary habitat that is part of the Great Tree holding . Grazing management for the coming
year has been discussed with the owner of the site. The cattle grazing will be monitored and
the landowner will be given advice on when ideal conditions have been achieved and the stock
can be moved off. If desirable, some additional late summer grazing will take place.

Marsh Fritillary counts at Torhill Farm were encouraging with 12 recorded. Habitat quality is
deteriorating rapidly in this area, and no webs were found during larval surveys in late summer.
Re-introduction of management in this area remains a priority, but this is proving very difficult.

Habitat quality had deteriorated over a number of years at the site that was recently purchased
by Frenchbeer farm , and restoration works are urgently needed. The landowner has fenced
the areas as part of his existing ESA agreement, and the area is now being grazed by
Dartmoor ponies. The restoration works are already having a great impact!

Further work planned in Tor Valley:

- Continue advice and support to landowners, ensuring ideal habitat conditions are
achieved by the re-introduced grazing regimes and programmes of scrub work are
ongoing.

Monitor adults and larval webs

Pony grazing has been re-introduced in an area of Marsh Fritillary
habitat owned by Frenchbeer Farm.



Fernworthy — Long Lane system

Priority sites within this system were identified with the relevant project partners. A number of
subsystems can be defined. An update on these subsystems is given below.

Long Lane system

The ESA agreement at Shapley Farm had expired, and an HLS application was submitted by
the landowner’s agent twice, but unfortunately failed on both occasions. After reworking the
application, the site is now in agreement. Unfortunately, the start date was too late to still allow
scrub works to be carried out this winter, but a A programme of scrub works and a grazing
regime (cattle & ponies) for the habitat has been agreed for the coming year. More than 80
larval webs were recorded at this site!

Vogwell Farm was visited, and a scrub control programme was set up through the existing
ESA agreement. The area is grazed by cattle and ponies. Habitat quality varies, with several
excellent areas. No adults were recorded this summer, but one larval web was found during
monitoring in late summer.

There is no agreement in place at Moorgate , but the landowner is considering an application
for Higher Level Stewardship. The landowner will be given advice and support on her
application when needed. The habitat is under grazed, and the landowner has now introduced
additional pony grazing to the area, next to the cattle grazing.

Management advice and input in the FEP and Stewardship application was provided to the
Dartmoor Hill Farm Project regarding the application for Lower Hookner Farm. Some areas on
this holding are over grazed, while a further area has not been grazed for a while. Relaxing the
grazing pressure, and re-introduction of grazing in another area under a Stewardship
agreement should improve the habitat, making it suitable for the Marsh Fritillary. Unfortunately
securing an agreement on this site has not yet been achieved.

Ford Farm was visited in late summer, and 2 larval webs were recorded. The landowner
moved his stock off (cattle) after it was found that the site was grazed rather heavy. Advice will
be given to the landowner this year on ideal grazing levels. The landowner would like to set up
a Capital Works plan to clear some scrub from the site.

Two larval webs were found at Kendon Farm during web counts in late summer. Birch scrub

was invading rapidly at this site, and a Capital Works plan was set up with RDS staff to clear
the scrub this winter. A suitable grazing regime will be agreed with the landowners in spring.

Cattle grazing in Marsh Fritillary habitat, Ford Farm.



Hurston — Corndon system

An adult count was carried out at Fernworthy during the flight period, with 12 adults recorded,
but no webs were recorded in late summer. A site meeting was held with South West Lakes
Trust staff to explore ways of funding capital works and management for the site. It was agreed
that an HLS application would be the best way forward, but considering the difficulties and
delay that registering the land would cause, an HLS application is not being pursued at this
point. Alternative sources of funding were explored, and funding for fencing and scrub works
was secured from Natural England. Works are to be completed by the end of March.

After the project prepared and submitted a FEP and HLS application for the landowner, a
stewardship agreement is now in place at Lower Hurston farm , and the area has been grazed
with Dartmoor ponies arranged with help from the Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust. During the
flight period, 15 adults were recorded here in 15 minutes. Scrub has been cleared at the site by
the landowner and Natural England staff during one of their team events. Baseline monitoring
has been carried out in one of the compartments where a burn is planned for this winter.

Some good quality habitat is present at Higher Hurston Farm , but a web count carried out in
late summer did not result in records. No stewardship agreement was in place at this site. The
Dartmoor Hill Farm Project has preparing the FEP for this holding, and the Two Moors Project
has prepared & submitted the application for the landowner. An agreement is now in place.

Langaford —Lettaford

A web count was carried out at Langaford Farm in late summer, and three webs were
recorded. This site’s ESA agreement would expire in January, and a meeting was arranged
with a representative of the Langaford Trust to give advice on his stewardship application. A
further meeting was held with the agent that was working on the application, and a letter of
support and management advice were provided. Unfortunately, an agreement on this site has
not been secured yet.

Further work planned in Fernworthy — Long Lane system

Plan grazing for the coming spring and summer with landowners, and provide advice
and support on creating ideal habitat conditions for the Marsh Fritillary

The Marsh Fritillary habitat at Fernworthy Reservoir has been fenced to
allow grazing.



Work in other areas:

An HLS agreement was set up for the Marsh Fritillary habitat at Bittleford Farm . The habitat
was grazed by Belted Galloways and Dartmoor ponies, and scrub has been cleared this winter.

Management advice and input in the FEP and HLS application have been provided to the
Dartmoor Hill Farm Project regarding the Stewardship application for Middle Merripit Farm . A
web count was carried out in late summer, only one web was recorded, but not the whole site
was searched due to dreadful weather conditions. The HLS agreement has now been set up
and signed, and scrub works, fencing and burning were planned for this winter, allowing re-
introduction of grazing in ungrazed areas of habitat at this holding.

Help and advice was give by the project to the Dartmoor Hill Farm Project on the FEP and HLS
application for East Shallowford Farm , and an agreement is now in place. Scrub was cleared
this winter, and the site has been made stock proof to allow controlled cattle grazing.

An HLS application was prepared for Hillbridge Farm during the first project year, and an
agreement is now in place. Scrub has been cleared and pony grazing introduced.

An HLS agreement has been set up for Okehampton flushes , where larvae were found this
summer.

Further work planned in other areas:

- Plan grazing with landowners for the coming spring and summer for sites where the
project has become involved, and provide advice and support on creating ideal habitat
conditions for the Marsh Fritillary
Proposed: carry out web counts to familiarize with West Webburn-Postbridge system
and get update on population levels

Marsh Fritillary habitat at Lower Hurston Farm, landowner and RDS staff
discussing management under the Higher Level Stewardship agreement that
has been set up.



2.0 Exmoor

2.1 High Brown Fritillary

This is the remaining stronghold for the High Brown Fritillary on Exmoor and the project has
built an excellent working relationship with the National Trust in this area. We have been
working with National Trust staff and their volunteer work parties to achieve targeted site
restoration and management. Two volunteer working holidays were organised by the National
Trust held, one in April and one in June. During the April week, a talk on the High Brown
Fritillary was followed by a workshop drop-disc making. The afternoon was spent explaining
methods for baseline monitoring. The volunteers have carried out baseline monitoring at South
Dean Slope, Trentishoe Combe, Kings Lane, Hardy Par  k, Mill Farm, Ladies Mile and
Rhydda Bank . Areas of scrub were also cleared at several of these sites during the week. The
June volunteer week focussed on runnel cutting and monitoring. Again, a talk was held and a
day spent in the field with the volunteers. The National Trust in the Heddon valley have carried
out fantastic work in this area over the past year, and the area was teeming with large fritillaries
during the flight period. Counts were impressive, with definite High Brown'’s recorded at
Trentishoe Combe, Ladies Mile, Rhydda Bank, South D  ean Slope, Kings Lane and Hardy
Park. Mill Farm was also visited, but no High Brown’s were seen here. There were also no
definite High Browns recorded at Killington.

Hardy Park has now been fenced, and scrub has been cleared in the past months, as a result
of a grant from Natural England and the enthusiastic attitude of the local National Trust team.
This allows this magnificent site to be grazed in a couple of weeks. Sympathetic management
of this large area of habitat further strengthens the High Brown population in the valley.

One High Brown Fritillary was also recorded at Heale Brake . Following the Stewardship
application last year, an agreement is now in place for this area, and the area has been fenced
to control the grazing. Two ponies are grazing the site. There is a thick band of Gorse present
at the top, and part of the scrub has now been cleared. In combination with provision of mineral
licks, this should encourage the stock to move through the Bracken a bit more.

Scrub works at Killington , a privately owned site, was a high priority, and
Exmoor National Park has managed to secure funding for these works through their
Conservation Grant Scheme, resulting in the clearance of a large area of scrub this winter.

Killington, Heddon valley. Site meeting with landowner and contractor to
discuss the scrub works funded by Exmoor National park Authority.



A FEP and HLS application were prepared for Higher Bumsley Farm , and the site is now in
agreement. The site has been fenced, and a large proportion of the Gorse scrub has been
cleared. The owner has bought a small herd of Exmoor ponies that will graze the site shortly.

Further work planned in Heddon Valley:

Continue to support National Trust in their excellent work in the Heddon Valley.

Ongoing support and advice for Heale Brake, Killington, and Higher Bumsley Farm
landowners

Heddon valley, National Trust volunteers creating paths through High Brown
Fritillary habitat to open up the Bracken canopy.

Higher Bumsley Farm, Heddon valley. A large area of scrub has been
cleared this winter as part of the Higher Level Stewardship agreement.



Exe Valley

There is a large amount of potential and suitable habitat present at Lyncombe Farm and
Nethercote Farm in the Exe valley (Room & Road Hill) . Despite the efforts of several
recorders, the butterfly was not seen here in the past two years. However, a caterpillar was still
recorded in spring 2005. The Moorland management plan (part of the existing ESA agreement)
for this site has been reviewed last summer, and a report outlining management
recommendations was prepared (see Borsje, Bulman and McCracken, 2006). Considering the
potential of this area for the butterfly, and the recent record of the species in this area, the
project steering group agreed in September that efforts should be focused in the Exe valley,
with a view to re-connect the areas in the Exe valley with the historic sites in the Barle valley in
the future.

During a site meeting with the two owners of the area, their tenants, Exmoor National Park staff
and RDS, new management priorities for the site were agreed (the High Brown Fritillary as
opposed to suppressed heather at the plateau), and there was general consensus that the best
way forward would be to help the landowners switch to an HLS agreement. Problems at the site
include the lack of cattle grazing and scrub encroachment on the steep, south facing slopes
and it was felt that HLS would be better able to fund the required costly work programmes.

Working closely with Exmoor National Park staff, a FEP and HLS application were prepared
and submitted for Nethercote Farm and Lyncombe Farm . The landowners have reached
agreement on fencing an historic bank, allowing better targeted grazing for one of the most
important areas. Another significant area of potential habitat was identified during the farm
survey near Lyncombe Hill. With help from Exmoor National Park and Natural England staff,
funding from the latter body was secured, resulting in scrub clearance at both Road Hill and
Nethercote Farm, over the past months. It is hoped that these Stewardship applications can be
prioritised and an agreement offered & secured as soon as possible. This would allow the
positive work to continue. A habitat assessment will be carried out for these areas in the spring.

Buckworthy Farm was visited in early spring. The majority of the South-facing slope is
covered in thick Gorse scrub, but a small amount of suitable habitat is still present. With RDS
staff, a management & capital works plan were prepared for this holding, and a letter has been
written to the responsible planning officer, giving support for restoration of a historic track at the
site. This track would allow machinery access for scrub work to be carried out by specialist
contractor Landsense. These scrub works have now been completed. A programme of Bracken
cutting is planned for this summer.

The amount of potential habitat present at Halsgrove Farm is very limited, and scrub clearance
is needed to bring it back in good condition.

The aim is to identify and visit some further suitable or potential habitat in the Exe valley this
spring.

Further work planned in Exe valley:
Further support landowners of Road Hill & Nethercote Farm in securing an HLS
agreement, and providing advice and support on habitat management
Carry out detailed habitat assessment for Room, Road & Lyncombe hill in spring 2007
Further support landowner and RDS staff regarding works at Buckworthy Farm
Visit further potential and suitable habitat in the valley



Road Hill, Exe valley. Site meeting with landowners, land managers, Exmoor
National Park Authority and RDS ecologists to discuss future management of
the area.

Nethercote Farm, Exe valley. Bales of hay were rolled down the slope to
encourage trampling of the Bracken by cattle.

With funding from Natural England, a large area of scrub was cleared at
Road hill, Exe valley.



Barle valley

Thirteen of the 15 historic sites in the Barle Valley were visited in the spring, and habitat
condition and potential assessed. The High Brown Fritillary has not been recorded in the Barle
valley for a number of years now, the last official record from 1997. Looking at the result of this
site condition assessment, this is not really surprising; the only area in the valley where suitable
habitat is patchily available is Zeal Brake , all other areas are not suitable for the species at the
moment. Most sites need significant management input to bring them back to good condition
for the butterfly. Often this would require allowing Bracken litter cover, and thus Bracken cover,
to recover in areas where the plant is now less abundant, probably due to significant effort of
the landowner. Other sites have become very grassy, even though they have not been grazed
over the past years. A striking example is Mounsey, where the Bracken litter is almost
smothered in lush grass. It is unclear whether re-introduction of grazing in this area will result in
restoration of the habitat for the High Brown Fritillary; the site might become even grassier as a
result of the grazing. Bluebells also seem to be encroaching in many areas. A report has been
written that summarizes what was found (The Barle valley; site condition & potential for the
High Brown Fritillary. Butterfly Conservation report S06-19). During the September Project
Steering Group meeting, it was decided to remove the site from the priority area list.

The main recommendations from the report are:
Continue work in the Barle valley as described in the following points, but remove from
Priority Area list
Continue support for landowners carrying out positive works for High Brown Fritillary
(e.g. Shircombe Brake) in Barle valley
Work with landowners that are coming out of ESA and have input in HLS agreements
through RDS or landowner directly (e.g., Great Bradley & Zeal Brake)
If time allows, consider the feasibility of restarting coppicing management in the valley,
paying 100% of costs through special projects under HLS
If time allows, prepare a report outlining a longer-term vision for the Barle & Exe valley,
identifying target areas for habitat restoration and creation

Zeal Brake, Barle valley.



Work in other areas

During the flight period, Wilsham , Myrtleberry and South Hill common cleave were briefly
visited. No High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at these sites. Habitat condition was briefly
assessed. Also no High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at Ashton Cleave and Sugarloaf
hill . Exmoor National Park have secured funding from Natural England for scrub works at
Ashton Cleave, and these works have now been completed.

Mansley Combe was visited in spring to assess habitat condition and give further management
recommendations. Violets are abundant here, but Bramble encroachment is a problem at this
site. Because of its isolation, this site is a lower priority, however, the landowner is keen to help
and ongoing support is therefore important.

Further work planned in other areas:

secure funding for works at Mansley Combe to halt Bramble encroachment and
continue support to landowner

Mansley Combe, Exmoor. Meeting with landowner to discuss
management for High Brown Fritillary.



2.2 Marsh Fritillary

Codsend Moor

A larval count was carried out in April to confirm presence of the species in the areas where
they were found in September 2005, with more than 50 caterpillars recorded. No caterpillars
were seen in the Stone Farm area. During web counts in late summer, a total of 25 webs were
recorded in the Codsend Moor area, some quite high up the slope. Management requirements
were discussed with the landowners, stressing the need for higher stocking levels in the area.
The absence of handling facilities makes proper grazing with cattle difficult.

A capital works plan as part of an existing ESA agreement was set up for Tawbitts Farm , and
the fencing is now in place. This stock proof area was to be grazed with Exmoor ponies and
Dexter cattle. However due to lack of suitable handling facilities, combined with a lack of
drinking water caused by the dry weather, only six ponies grazed the site over the summer.

The owner of the habitat that is part of West Hawkwell Farm has also highlighted the problems
with handling the stock. The site has been under grazed for a long time now, and increased
stocking levels during the summer period are a high priority.

With help from Natural England staff and Exmoor National Park staff, funding was secured for
the erection of livestock handling facilities for West Hawkwell Farm and Tawbitts Farm. These
will enable summer cattle grazing to be introduced to these crucial areas of Marsh Fritillary
habitat. Works are to be completed by the end of March.

The owner of Stone Farm has grazed the site with cattle, but not during the crucial period (Mid
may-Mid August) when the Purple Moor-grass is most palatable, and when the grazing would
have the most significant effect in terms of restoration of the habitat at the site. There is huge
potential for the Marsh Fritillary at this holding; a Higher Level Stewardship agreement will allow
better funding for the restoration programme necessary to bring the site back in good condition,
and will secure grazing at the desirable time of year. A FEP and HLS application will be
submitted for this holding by the end of March.

Further work planned at Codsend Moor:
support and advice to the landowners at Codsend Moor regarding grazing of the area
provide help and support to different parties regarding set-up of HLS agreement for
Stone Farm

Codsend Moor, the only remaining site for the Marsh Fritillary on Exmoor.



2.3 Heath Fritillary

Two events were organised with Exmoor NPA staff to involve the local community with Heath
Fritillary conservation. Both events were held on 20 June. The morning was spent with children
of the Green Club of a local primary school, visiting Alcombe Common. The basics of the
ecology of the butterfly were explained, followed by a food plant and butterfly hunt, which was
very successful; more than 12 heath Fritillaries were seen in spite of the suboptimal weather
conditions. The aim of the afternoon event was to get local people involved in Heath Fritillary
monitoring. A talk was given at the Minehead rugby club, followed by a walk on Alcombe
Common. Three Heath Fritillaries were seen and three volunteers were recruited that are keen
to start transect monitoring next year. These volunteers have been contacted again, and
provided with maps and recording forms for recording the coming summer.

Counts by Butterfly Conservation staff & volunteers had highlighted a steep decline in the
number of adults recorded at Haddon Hill on Exmoor, despite all the hard work carried out by
Exmoor National Park Authority. A habitat assessment was carried out in autumn, and it was
found that there is a significant resource of habitat available to the species, particularly in other
sections of the site, away from the historic areas and therefore not necessarily recorded by the
traditional transect route. Exmoor National Park has put a lot of effort into scrub management of
this site over the past years. The site is grazed by ponies.

Further work planned for Heath Fritillary:
Provide advice and support to volunteers recruited at Minehead event
Holnicote Estate open day celebrating the Heath Fritillary
To organise a butterfly event for the general public with Exmoor National Park Authority

Minehead Heath Fritillary event, Alcombe Common, Exmoor.



3. Other achievements/actions

Meeting with Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust to discuss possibilities collaborative work,
which has already led to grazing for a significant Marsh Fritillary and Narrow-bordered
Bee Hawk-moth site on Dartmoor

Bracken Management Day, Scorriton

Grazing Animals Project Workshop on Dartmoor ponies and Conservation grazing,
organised in partnership with English Nature, Rural Development Service, Dartmoor
Pony Heritage Trust, Grazing Animals Project and Brimpts Farm

Securing more than £25,000, with help of Natural England and Exmoor and Dartmoor
National Park, that was spent on management to benefit the threatened Fritillaries

4. Reports & Management plans produced

Management plan Waye Cross Farm
Management plan/WES agreement West Down
Recommended Management Buckworthy Farm

Room, Road & Lyncombe Hill; recommendations for management of High Brown
Fritillary habitat

The Barle Valley; site condition & potential for the High Brown Fritillary. Butterfly
Conservation report S06-19

Blackadon — case study of the restoration of High Brown Fritillary habitat

Grazing Animals Project workshop on Dartmoor ponies and their
use in conservation grazing. Brimpts Farm, Dartmoor.



5. FEPs and HLS applications

FEP & HLS application Higher Bumsley Farm

HLS application for Higher Hurston (Fernworthy — Long Lane system)
HLS application for Shapley Farm (Fernworthy — Long Lane system)
FEP & HLS Nethercote Farm (with Exmoor National Park staff)

FEP & HLS Lyncombe Farm (with Exmoor National Park Staff)

FEP & HLS Stone Farm

Involvement in set-up of HLS agreement for Bittleford Farm (Postbridge —Webburn
system)

Involvement in set-up of HLS agreement for Lower Hurston (Fernworthy — Long Lane
system)

Involvement in set-up of HLS application Middle Merripit Farm
Input in applications (among others liaison with Dartmoor Hill Farm Project) for

o0 Lower Hookner Farm (Fernworthy — Long lane system)
North Harton Farm (Haytor area)

Middle Merripit (Postbridge — Webburn system)
Langaford Farm (Fernworthy — Long Lane system)
Whiterocks Down (Barle valley)

Yealscombe (historic HF site)

O O0OO0OO0Oo

High Brown Fritillary habitat monitoring by National Trust volunteer
work party.



6. Community involvement & publicity

Two days spent with National Trust volunteers in the Heddon Valley

Minehead - Heath Fritillary community events, involving local children with Heath
Fritillary conservation and recruiting local volunteers for recording, Organised with

Exmoor NPA
Butterfly walk at Ashton Cleave with Exmoor NPA as part of National Insect Week

Meetings to discuss/involvement in “Devon’s Crown Jewels”, a film to be produced by
Andrew Cooper on the High Brown Fritillary for the Devon Branch of Butterfly
Conservation (funded by Dartmoor Sustainable Development Fund)

Article Exmoor and Dartmoor Biodiversity Newsletter
Article in Butterfly Magazine

7. Future events & publicity

Holnicote Estate open day Celebrating the Heath Fritillary, with National Trust, June

2007

Butterfly event as part of Save our Butterflies week, in partnership with Exmoor National
Park Authority

Heddon Valley open day — management for the HBF, sharing good practice with others
- Spring 2007

Marsh Fritillary Landowner event, August 2007

Higher Bumsley Farm, Heddon valley. Landowner with the Exmoor ponies
acquired to graze High Brown Fritillary habitat under a Higher Level
Stewardship agreement.



Acknowledgements

Butterfly Conservation wishes to acknowledge the support of Natural England, Exmoor National
Park Authority, Dartmoor National Park Authority, Environment Agency, Defra, Exmoor Trust
and Dartmoor and Exmoor Sustainable Development Funds, for the Two Moors Threatened
Butterfly Project. Thanks also to the following members of the Project Steering Group for their
commitment and support: Nigel Bourn, Jeremy Bailey, Norman Baldock, Simon Bates, Alison
Cox, Mark Jones, Flemming Ulf-Hansen and Pete Stevens. The authors would also like to
thank all the Butterfly Conservation volunteers, but in particular John Randall, Mike Ridge,
Ginny & Dave Ayling and Stephen Hatch. Furthermore, thanks to Dave Gurnett, Mike Pearce,
Marjory Taylor, Justin Gillett, Andy Guy, Simon Richardson, Jackie Gage, Andrew Bakere,
Patrick Bugg, Lawrence Jones, Peter Tarling, Steve Proud, Julian Gurney, Bea Davis and the
landowners for their help in achieving the objectives of the Two Moors Threatened Butterfly
Project.

Photographs by Alison Cox, Morag McCracken, Jim Swanson, Steven Jackson, Norman
Baldock, Heather Lowther, Justin Gillett and Anja Borsje.

Butterfly Conservation volunteer helping a National Trust volunteer
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valley, Exmoor.

Scrub management by National Trust volunteer work party,
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