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Summary

This report outlines the progress and achievement of the Two Moors Threatened Butterfly
Project for the period April 2007 — September 2007.

More than 85 sites have been visited to date and project involvement at these sites has
resulted in habitat restoration works for more than 650 ha of habitat; scrub was cleared at more
than 31 sites, while Bracken was managed at 17 sites. More than10,000 metres of fencing
were erected to aid grazing management. The project has been involved in securing an
Environmental Stewardship Agreement for more thanl15 holdings.

nghllghts of the past 6 months have been:
Improvements in grazing management at many Marsh Fritillary sites on Dartmoor this
year following advice from the project.

Continuation of the excellent habitat management work with the Heddon valley National
Trust team and their volunteer work parties, and the planning of additional work for the
Heddon & Lyn valley and Castle Drogo next year, including coppicing, runnel cutting
and scrub works.

The continuation of positive management in the Exe valley through securing funding
and support for fencing, Bracken management and scrub control for the next couple of
years. The fencing will allow targeted cattle grazing in winter/spring time.

Improvements of grazing management at Codsend Moor; two of the important units
have now been grazed with cattle during summer, and a local grazier has also been
found for the third unit.

Financial support from the South West Lakes Trust for a livestock pen to aid the re-
introduction of pony grazing at Fernworthy. This pen is now in place.

Work by the Devon Wildlife Trust and land managers in the Dart Valley to improve
habitat conditions for the High Brown Fritillary.

Workshop on Habitat management for the High Brown Fritillary held in April on Exmoor.

Rh&s pasture habitat and species awareness event organised for landowners in
September on Dartmoor.

It is proposed that the number of Priority Areas remain the same in order to maintain the
current level of support required in these areas and continue the necessary follow-up. More
detailed information on progress and achievements can be found in the following sections with
details on other achievements/actions, reports and management plans, FEPs and HLS
applications, community involvement & publicity and proposed future events and publicity.

Table 1: Priority areas 2007-2008

Area Species Priority Area
Dartmoor High Brown Fritillary Roborough & West Down

Teign Valley

Dart Valley

Marsh Fritillary Tor Valley

Fernworthy — Long Lane system
Exmoor High Brown Fritillary Heddon Valley

Exe Valley

Marsh Fritillary Codsend Moor




1 Dartmoor

1.1 High Brown Fritillary

Roborough & West Down

A Higher Level Stewardship application has now been put forward to Natural England by the
Roborough Commoners Association for Roborough Down. The project is currently working
with the landowner and land managers to set up an agreement, and it is hoped that an
agreement will be in place by 1 November 2007. This agreement will secure sympathetic
management on a large and important area of High Brown Fritillary habitat for the next 10
years, making funding available for scrub and Bracken management. In spite of the poor
weather during the flight period, counts this year were higher than last year, with 9 definite High
Brown Fritillaries recorded, most seen in the western part of the area (Buck Tor/Berra Tor).

Management under the WES agreement that was set up for West Down has focused on
controlling Bramble and Bracken management. Small areas were marked and the young
Bramble was selectively sprayed with a round-up solution as an experiment. Initial results were
encouraging, but the method is labour intensive and the effects should be further assessed
after a full growing season, to assess Kill rates. Runnels were cut through the Bracken at the
south-facing slope, and dense patches of Bracken were cut to disturb the litter layer and
encourage violet germination. Due to the wet late winter, much of the scrub that was cut down
over winter has not been burnt yet. This will be carried out in the autumn, and more scrub work
is planned for this winter. Peak counts for the High Brown Fritillary were high this year, with 19
recorded in the second week of June, the highest count since at least 2002 for this site.

Further work planned at Roborough & West Down:
Agree further management works with landowner and Natural England for West Down
Write and agree management plan for Roborough Down with land managers and
Natural England

Teign Valley

Devon Wildlife Trust is still working hard to install a water supply at Dunsford to allow re-
introduction of grazing by Exmoor ponies. Works were held back by the high water levels in the
river, which made installation impossible. Everything should be in place next spring. Further
Bracken management has been carried out at the site, and a peak count of seven adults was
recorded in the second week of July.

Bracken and scrub management works have been carried out at Cranbrook , focused on the
south-facing area. Due to problems with the water supply at the site, grazing has been limited
this year.

No High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at Broadmoor Common or Castle Drogo this year.
Two days of Bracken management are planned for Castle Drogo next summer, in liaison with
the Heddon valley National Trust team.

Further work planned in Teign Valley:
Continue support & advice to Devon Wildlife Trust regarding Dunsford
Continue support & advice to National Trust staff at Castle Drogo.



Dart Valley

Project has liaised with Devon Wildlife Trust staff and commoners on desired programme of
works in the Dart Valley, and this has resulted in the works as described below.

Devon Wildlife Trust has continued the restoration management at Blackadon this summer,
cutting large areas of Bracken to open up the dense stands and to encourage the host plant.
Five days were spent managing Bracken with brush cutters and by raking, and a group of 23
BCTV volunteers also spent a day with Devon Wildlife Trust staff on Bracken management this
summer. Unfortunately no High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at the site this year, but this is
probably a reflection of the poor weather conditions during two visits, as only one unidentified
fritillary and one Dark Green Fritillary were recorded. Cattle grazing is planned again for the site
this winter.

Scrub control and opening up of scrub barriers by Devon Wildlife Trust staff, in combination
with cattle grazing in late winter have resulted in a lot of livestock movement through the habitat
at Luckey Tor . This has created excellent habitat conditions for the species in spring. Further
Bracken management was carried out by Devon Wildlife Trust during the summer; runnels
were cut through dense Bracken areas, and dense patches were cut to weaken the Bracken
and to open up the stands, with the aim to encourage the violets. In spite of the poor weather,
counts here were impressive; 23 definite High Brown Fritillaries recorded, with more than 80
unidentified, and only 3 definite Dark Green Fritillaries, indicating that the High Brown is
outnumbering the Dark Green by a factor seven this year. Cattle grazing is planned again for
this winter.

A total of 34 High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at Aish Tor during 7 visits in June and July,
with the first seen on 10 June and the last record on 24 July. Peak count was 10 during the last
week of June, similar results to last year.

The commoners and landowner have consulted the project regarding their application for
Bracken control through aerial spraying. Large parts of the Leusdon, Blackadon, Newbridge Hill
and Dartmeet habitat areas were included in the proposed spray areas. Although Bracken
management is desirable in most of these areas, aerial spraying was thought to be not suitable
as a management tool when managing sensitive wildlife sites. Aerial control of Bracken by the
Holnicote National Trust team in the past resulted in

high kill rates, and especially where grazing pressures

were high, areas that were once habitat changed to

grassy swards unsuitable for the Bracken Fritillaries.

The application of the commoners to the Environment

Agency was successful and a spray was carried out in

conjunction with and following advice from the project,

avoiding all important High Brown habitats. The survey

that was carried out as a result of the consultation by

the commoners has identified further priorities for

habitat management, and these will be discussed

during the Spitchwick Stakeholders meeting. Newbridge Hill, May 2007

Further work planned in Dart Valley:
Liaise with Devon Wildlife Trust and commoners on desired programme of works in the
Dart valley for the coming year



2.2 Marsh Fritillary
Tor valley

It has been an unusual year for the Marsh Fritillary, warm weather in April probably caused an
early emergence of adults, but the following months were extremely wet. As a result, many
sites were too wet to graze properly. Hopefully the coming weeks will be drier, allowing late
grazing in the autumn.

Venton Farm was grazed early in the year with cattle, but the landowner was reluctant to shut
the cattle in the area, because of the wetness of the site. In August, the area was grazed again
by two ponies. It is hoped that the site will dry out a bit more, allowing some more cattle
grazing, or light pony grazing over winter. Five adults were recorded at the site and four webs
were found during web counts in late August.

The fencing at Waye Cross Farm has now been completed for three of the important areas.
Only one of these areas has been grazed this summer, the other areas were allowed to recover
after many years of hard grazing. A small burn is planned for one of the areas over winter, and
a small herd of ponies should be available for next year’s grazing season. No adults were
recorded in the area, and only one web was found. It is important that an action plan is agreed.

The habitat at Great Tree Farm was in excellent condition, with three adults and six webs
recorded this summer. These are the first records for this site since a number of years. The site
has clearly benefitted from the cattle grazing last year, but has not been grazed yet this year
(the site is normally aftermath grazed with the adjoining silage fields, silage was not cut until
very late). Light grazing should still take place over the next months.

No adult or web counts have been carried out at Torhill Farm. Habitat quality continues to
deteriorate rapidly in the absence of any management. Re-introduction of management in this
area remains a priority, and there is the possibility to introduce pony grazing in the area with the
Dartmoor pony herd with help of a neighbouring landowner this autumn. Site visits to inspect
the quality of the fencing are planned for later this month.

Restoration of the habitat at Frenchbeer Farm has continued through pony grazing this
summer.

Further work planned in Tor Valley:
Continue advice and support to landowners, ensuring ideal habitat conditions are
achieved through grazing and other management
Agree action plan for Waye Cross Farm with landowners
Investigate feasibility of pony grazing Torhill Farm

Pony grazing in the area of Marsh Fritillary habitat at Venton Farm,
Dartmoor. August 2007.



Fernworthy — Long Lane system

Most of the sites in the Fernworthy-Long Lane system have been grazed appropriately this
summer, in spite of the wet conditions. Sub systems are discussed separately below.

Long Lane system

The landowners at Shapley Farm were advised to reduce grazing pressure in part of the
habitat, resulting in higher web counts for this area this year. Eighteen webs were recorded in
the area that was grazed by ponies, and 17 webs were recorded in the larger area that was
grazed by cattle earlier in the summer. Considering the amount of habitat available, and the
total count of 35 webs, this site continues to be one of the most significant sites in the system
where sympathetic management has been secured. Cutting of rank vegetation is planned for
this autumn, and scrub control will be carried out as well. This site is under an HLS agreement
as a result of project involvement.

Five adults were recorded at Vogwell Farm , but no webs were found in late summer. This is
probably the result of the poor weather, because excellent levels of grazing were achieved at
Vogwell Farm this year. Scrub works have been carried out to enable better movement of
livestock throughout the site, and more is planned for this winter.

The landowner at Moorgate is considering an application for Higher Level Stewardship. The
landowner will be given advice and support on securing funding for fencing. The habitat is
under grazed and the host plant is now very sparse. The landowner has introduced additional
pony grazing to the area, next to the cattle grazing. However, the site is not fenced as a
separate unit, and achieving appropriate grazing levels is therefore not feasible at the moment.

Following advice from the project, excellent levels of grazing were achieved at Ford Farm this
year. Five Marsh Fritillary adults were recorded in May, and the Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-
moth was also recorded from this site. No larval webs were recorded at the site this year,
probably due to the poor weather. A programme of rush and scrub control has been planned
with the landowner for this winter.

Kendon Farm has been grazed with cattle early in the season, followed by grazing by the
Dartmoor National Park pony herd. Six Marsh Fritillaries and 2 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-
moths were recorded at the site, but no webs were found in August. The owner has cleared
some of the invading birch scrub, but more work is planned for this winter.

Puddaven Farm was grazed well again this year with cattle, and three webs were recorded in
August. Part of the habitat at Puddaven Farm will be burnt this winter.

Pony grazing at Kendon Farm, Dartmoor. July 2007.



Hurston — Corndon system

Fencing works at Fernworthy were completed in March, and scrub was cut in March, but
needs to be burnt up this autumn. These works were funded by Natural England. Grazing with
2 ponies was introduced at the start of the grazing season, but unfortunately the ponies did not
do well on this type of habitat and had to be moved off because of animal welfare reasons. In
discussions with South West Lakes Trust staff, it was decided that hardy Dartmoor ponies
would be more appropriate. Another local grazier was found with help from the Dartmoor Pony
Heritage Trust. However, because this herd of ponies is semi-wild, handling facilities were
necessary to aid movements of stock on and off the site. South West Lakes Trust has kindly
funded these facilities, and they have now been completed. Further works on the footpath are
planned in the next couple of weeks, and when these have been completed, the ponies will be
moved onto the site for autumn grazing. The project has also spent some time with BCTV
volunteer work parties, partly from Germany, and partly from Plymouth and Exeter. These
volunteers have enthusiastically cleared further gorse scrub from the site in the pouring rain! No
adults or webs were recorded at this site this year, but hopefully the species will be seen again
next year.

A livestock handling pen was erected at Fernworthy
Reservoir to aid re-introduction of Dartmoor pony grazing.

Lower Hurston was grazed well again this year by five Dartmoor ponies arranged through the
Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust. Sixteen adults were recorded at the site, and four webs were
found in August. Another larval web was found by a landowner during an event held at the
neighbouring farm, during which the Lower Hurston habitat was also visited, bringing the total
to five. Further scrub work is planned for the site this winter, and fencing, burning, scrub works
and re-introduction of grazing is a high priority for the second parcel across the road over the
next half year. This site is under an HLS agreement as a result of involvement of the project.

A Higher Level Stewardship agreement is now in place at Higher Hurston Farm , and the
areas of Rhos pasture habitat have been fenced. Plans to spread green hay on some of the
restoration parcels did not go ahead this year because the donor site was too wet to allow
access by heavy machinery, and the receptor sites could not be grazed down hard enough
without causing excessive poaching. The donor site was grazed with cattle in late August.
Marsh Fritillary adults and the Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth were seen by the landowner
during the flight period, but no webs were found during searches in August. Clearing of Alder
scrub is planned for this winter, and restoration of some of the areas through spreading green
hay will be carried out next year. A Rhds pasture habitat and species awareness event was
hosted by Higher Hurston Farm in the first week of September, which was well attended by
landowners from the Tor valley, Long Lane — Fernworthy and Postbridge — West Webburn
systems.



Langaford —Lettaford

The project has successfully raised the profile of the HLS application for Langaford Farm , and
an agreement is now being negotiated with the Langaford Trust. Under the agreement, areas of
existing habitat will be managed sympathetically with stock owned by the Trust, and the Trust is
also interested in managing a flying herd that could be used throughout the Rhds pasture
systems in the East of Dartmoor. Several further areas of habitat will be restored. Three adults
and 4 webs were recorded at the site this year. The habitat at Langaford Farm forms the “hub”
of the Fernworthy —Long Lane system, connecting the West and Southeast of this system.
Securing an agreement at this site is important to secure sympathetic habitat management and
to maintain site connectivity for the Marsh Fritillary and the many other species that thrive in
this area.

Further work planned in Fernworthy — Long Lane system
Plan grazing & capital works for the autumn and winter with landowners
Liaise with Natural England staff regarding Capital Works for sites under agreement
Investigate funding opportunities for management of Moorgate

Rhds pasture habitat and species awareness event. Higher Hurston, September 2007.



Work in other areas:

An HLS agreement is in place for the Marsh Fritillary habitat at Bittleford Farm . The habitat
was lightly grazed by Belted Galloways and Dartmoor ponies over the summer. Sixteen adults
were recorded at the site, but only one web was found during web monitoring in August.

Six adults were recorded at Middle Merripit during the flight period, and six webs were
recorded during searches at the end of the summer. The site is being grazed by Dartmoor
ponies. Another area has been fenced and burnt, and pony grazing has been re-introduced
here. Some scrub work to aid animal movement is planned for this winter.

New fences have been erected in the area of habitat at East Shallowford Farm , allowing
control of grazing pressure in the two compartments. Both areas have been grazed with cattle
over the summer, but the animals had to be moved off when conditions became too wet.

A burn is planned in part of the habitat for this winter, which will help target the grazing further.
Three adults and four webs were recorded at the site this year.

The owner of the habitat at Hilloridge Farm has continued restoration management through
pony grazing. No adults were recorded from this area, but the host plant is still quite sparse.
Adults were recorded from several surrounding sites in the Tavy valley, including Lower
Creason, Standon Steps and Hill Bridge Marsh, but no webs were found at any of these sites
during searches in August.

Marsh Fritillary larvae were found again at Okehampton flushes , where an HLS agreement is
in place.

Further work planned in other areas:
Plan grazing & capital works for the autumn and winter with landowners

Liaise with Natural England staff regarding Capital Works for sites under agreement

Marsh Fritillary habitat at Middle Merripit, grazed by Dartmoor Grazing has been re-introduced to important Marsh Fritillary
ponies. August 2007. Habitat at East Shallowford Farm. June 2007.



2.0 Exmoor

2.1 High Brown Fritillary

The Heddon Valley is the stronghold for the High Brown Fritillary on Exmoor, and the project
has an excellent working relationship with the National Trust in this area. Two volunteer
holidays were organised focussing on habitat management for the High Brown Fritillary. A talk
was given to the volunteers on the High Brown and the importance of their work for the species.
The rest of the day was spent with the volunteers in the field. The first holiday in April
concentrated on habitat monitoring and scrub control, the second week in June focused on
adult monitoring and Bracken cutting. Runnels were cut through the Bracken at Hardy Park,
South Dean Slope, Trentishoe Combe, Kings Lane, Mil | Farm, Ladies Mile and Rhydda
Bank . Following the fencing and scrub management at Hardy Park last winter, grazing was re-
introduced to the site in the spring. Kings Lane slope was not grazed this year because the site
was very grassy. The High Brown Fritillary was recorded at Hardy Park, the Trentishoe
Common area, Kings Lane slope and Heddon’s Mouth Cleave. The High Brown Fritillary was
also recorded at Mill Farm after an absence of several years, suggesting that the restoration
efforts at this site have paid off.

Coppicing in the Heddon valley

The area of woodland that was coppiced at Trentishoe Combe has been visited to assess the
early effects and recovery of the ground vegetation. The coppice stools were re-sprouting
vigorously but grazing pressure (by deer) was high. Common Cow-wheat was abundant and
violets were very sparse suggesting acidic soil conditions. However, violets are abundant just
outside of the woodland on the Bracken slope bordering the coppiced area. It is important to
follow the development of the vegetation over a number of years before any conclusions can be
drawn, and ideally coppicing would also be tried at a number of other sites in the valley.
Historically, most of the valley sides were under intensive coppice management in the past as
old photographs show. In the Morecambe Bay area in Lancashire, many of the High Brown
Fritillary sites are managed as coppice, cutting scrub and/or coppice stands on rotation. The
National Trust have now coppiced part of the scrub at Hardy Park and an area of woodland at
Trentishoe Combe, and further funding is sought through the Woodland Grant Scheme to fund
coppice management of an area of south-facing woodland adjoining the Mill Farm site.
Extending the amount of habitat available in the valley through coppicing, next to sympathetic
management of the existing Bracken habitats, will further strengthen the populations of the
High Brown Fritillary butterfly on Exmoor.

The project organised a workshop on habitat management for the High Brown Fritillary for
conservationists in April. The day was hosted by the Heddon valley National Trust team and
well attended. Morning talks were followed by site visits where good practice and experience
were shared between staff that are managing High Brown habitat on Dartmoor & Exmoor for a
wide range of organisations, including Natural England, Devon Wildlife Trust and the National
Trust.

The High Brown was recorded again at Heale Brake this summer. Part of the Gorse at the top
was cut, but the cuttings have not been burnt yet. This should be carried out this autumn.
Ponies were grazing the site, but further animal movements and Bracken management should
be encouraged at the site as part of the Higher Level Stewardship agreement. A site meeting
with Natural England staff and the site owners is planned for this autumn.

Following the scrub works at Killington , funded by an Exmoor National Park Conservation
Grant Scheme, violets were germinating abundantly in the spring. The works have opened up
the site, allowing livestock movements across the site. Unfortunately, no High Browns were
recorded at the site yet.



A large area of scrub was cleared last winter at Higher Bumsley Farm , and the site was
fenced as part of the Higher Level Stewardship agreement. Exmoor ponies have been grazing
the site. During a visit in the spring, violets were found to be very sparse. A site visit is planned
for the autumn to see whether the ground flora has changed in the mean time, and to discuss
further works for the coming winter.

Further work planned in Heddon Valley:
Continue to support National Trust in their excellent work in the Heddon Valley.
Ongoing support and advice for Heale Brake, Killington, and Higher Bumsley Farm
landowners

Workshop on Habitat management for the High Brown Fritillary, hosted by
the Heddon valley National Trust Team. April 2007

Gorse, Bramble scrub, and dense Bracken were cleared at Killington to
encourage cattle movements through High Brown habitat. Violets were
abundant in the cleared areas in spring. April 2007.



Exe Valley

There is a large amount of potential and suitable habitat present at Lyncombe Farm and
Nethercote Farm in the Exe valley (Room & Road Hill) . Despite the efforts of several
recorders, the butterfly was not seen here in the past two years. The Moorland management
plan (part of the existing ESA agreement) for the shared grazing area was reviewed last year,
and a report outlining management recommendations was prepared (see Borsje, Bulman and
McCracken, 2006). Considering the potential of this area for the butterfly the project steering
group agreed in September last year that efforts should be focused in the Exe valley, with a
view to re-connect the areas in the Exe valley with the historic sites in the Barle valley in the
future.

During a site meeting with the two owners of the area, their tenants, Exmoor National Park staff
and RDS last year, new management priorities for the site were agreed, and there was general
consensus that the best way forward would be to help the landowners switch to an HLS
agreement. Problems at the site included the lack of cattle grazing and scrub encroachment on
the steep, south facing slopes and it was felt that HLS would be better able to fund the required
costly work programmes. The project has worked hard to raise the profile of the HLS
applications, but unfortunately, securing an HLS agreement for these sites is not feasible at the
moment. However, scrub works funded by Natural England have started off restoration
management both at Road Hill and Nethercote Farm last winter. During the summer runnels
were cut through dense areas of Bracken, encouraging more livestock movements. The project
has liaised with both landowners about fencing part of the shared grazing area, to allow more
targeted grazing. The landowners have reached agreement over a fenceline, and funding for
this fence has been secured through the existing ESA agreement with help from Natural
England staff. A capital works plan has also been set up in liaison with Natural England staff for
Nethercote Farm, where scrub will be cut and dense Bracken managed to improve habitat
conditions. With the fence being erected in the autumn, both sites should receive cattle grazing
in winter and/or spring. The area was visited during the flight period. Small Pearl-bordered,
Dark Green and Silver-washed Fritillaries were recorded, but unfortunately no High Brown
Fritillaries.

A capital works plan has been set up for Stetfold Rocks by Natural England staff in liaison with
the project, to fund Bracken management in historic habitat. The first cut has been carried out
last summer.

Further work planned in Exe valley:
Further support landowners Road Hill & Nethercote Farm regarding capital works
planned; providing advice and support on habitat management and appropriate grazing

Runnels were cut through Bracken habitat at Road Hill this
summer, to encourage livestock movements.



Work in other areas

Lyn Valley

After an absence since at least 2002, the High Brown Fritillary was recorded again at Wilsham
this summer. A couple of weeks later, National Trust staff recorded the species again at
Watersmeet . It was thought that the species had disappeared from the Lyn Valley, but thanks
to a dedicated Butterfly Conservation volunteer that has continued to visit the sites every year,
and alert National Trust staff, a second extant population of the High Brown Fritillary can be
confirmed. A site meeting is planned with the Heddon Valley National Trust team (who are also
responsible for the Lyn Valley sites) to discuss management of these areas in October. The
National Trust team will organise a third volunteer holiday week next year, of which one week
will be spent working in the Lyn valley areas to improve habitat quality here. It is proposed that
the project works closely with the National Trust team to ensure that this undoubtedly
vulnerable population will get a firm foothold in the Lyn Valley again.

Mansley Combe was visited in summer during the flight period, but no High Brown Fritillaries
were recorded. Bracken was found to be very high and dense in places, and a programme of
Bracken cutting was agreed with the landowner. Due to the wetness of the site, machinery
access on the slope was not feasible, but the cut is now planned for the next couple of weeks.
Bramble encroachment is a problem at this site, and the landowner is planning some control.

No High Brown Fritillaries were recorded at Ashton Cleave this year, but Exmoor National
Park staff continue to work closely with the landowner to restore the habitat through scrub
works and grazing by Exmoor ponies, and with the butterfly recorded in the Lyn valley, re-
colonization might be possible in the near future.

Further work planned in other areas:
Continue support to landowner Mansley Combe regarding Bracken and Bramble
management
Work with National Trust team to improve habitat quality in Lyn Valley

Cattle grazing of Bracken habitat at Mansley Combe, Exmoor. July 2007.



2.2 Marsh Fritillary

Codsend Moor

The Environmental Stewardship application for Hoar Moor was submitted before the end of
March, but did not meet Natural England’s priorities at that point. The project has successfully
raised the profile of this application, and an agreement will be negotiated with the landowner for
a 1° November start date. An agreement for this holding will secure sympathetic management
for a large area of Purple Moor-grass and rush pasture habitat, allowing restoration through
targeted burning and grazing programmes. Last summer, this area was grazed with cattle, but
quite late in the season (late August). This year, the area was grazed earlier, from half July
onwards with about 30 cattle, following advice from the project. Sole occupancy has been
arranged for a local landowner, securing the grazing for future years. As part of the HLS
agreement, the site will be grazed even earlier (from mid May onwards depending on site
conditions) to aid restoration of the site. The cattle had grazed the area of historic habitat down
well, but there are still huge areas of ungrazed vegetation with high potential for the Marsh
Fritillary. The project will liaise with Natural England staff in preparing a management plan for
this area as part of the agreement. No larval webs were found on Hoar Moor.

Last year, there were problems with the water supply for the area of Codsend Moor owned by
Tawbitt’'s Farm , and grazing levels were low as a result. The need for higher grazing levels
over the summer was discussed with the landowners, and following advice from the project
livestock numbers were higher this summer; thirty ponies and six cattle have been grazing the
site over the period June-August. In particular the areas at the top have been grazed well as a
result of the higher grazing levels, and they were in very good condition for the Marsh Fritillary.
Only two larval webs were found in the Codsend Moor area this year, both in this area of
habitat high up the slope.

The same grazier that grazed Hoar Moor, had also agreed to graze the area of Codsend Moor
owned by West Hawkwell Farm with cattle this summer. Unfortunately, part of a fence that
made the Northern boundary of the site stock proof was removed. Funding for a new fence has
been secured through Exmoor National Park but has not been erected to date. No larval webs
were recorded at the site this year. Sole occupancy has been arranged for the local grazier and
provided that the fencing is in place next spring, cattle grazing should be re-introduced next
season.

Further work planned at Codsend Moor:
support and advice to the landowners at Codsend Moor regarding grazing of the area
provide help and support to different parties regarding set-up of HLS agreement for
Stone Farm

Hoar Moor, cattle grazing a historic area of Marsh Fritillary habitat.
September 2007.



2.3 Heath Fritillary

A meeting was held with stakeholders of several organisations to discuss status and
conservation of the Heath Fritillary on Exmoor. Management priorities for all sites on the
National Trust Holnicote Estate were discussed. The Holnicote National Trust team has
carried out some impressive restoration work at some of their sites over last winter, and this will
further strengthen the meta-population of the Heath Fritillary in the area.

During the same meeting, the precarious situation for the Heath Fritillary at the Grabbist Hill
Ridge was raised. Positive management of this important area relied solely on the voluntary
efforts of one enthusiastic individual. It was agreed that a less vulnerable and better-funded
strategy should be sought to secure positive management for the Heath Fritillary in the area.
The project has subsequently worked with Exmoor National Park Authority and Natural England
staff to look into the possibilities of funding a Grabbist Hill Project that would achieve a
sustainable future for the area, based on the re-introduction of grazing and possibly further
conifer removal.

As part of a project to enhance connectivity of the Grabbist Ridge, a large stand of conifers was
removed about three years ago. This project was funded by Natural England and has had
some impressive results. Heathland vegetation has recovered extremely well due to the
sensitive restoration measures implemented by Natural England staff; the area is now
abundant with Heather and Bilberry. Natural England staff are also negotiating with a local
grazier regarding the re-introduction of grazing at Hopcott Common. This would be another big
step forward in securing the future of the Heath Fritillary in the area.

Weather conditions were very poor during the flight period of the Heath Fritillary, making
monitoring very difficult this year. A local volunteer that was recruited during last year’s Heath
Fritillary community event organised by the project, has surveyed the whole of the Grabbist Hill
Ridge area, while National Trust staff have surveyed their sites. Numbers were low this year.

The Holnicote Estate open day that was planned for this summer could unfortunately not go
ahead due to the high work pressures the National Trust team were experiencing.

Further work planned for Heath Fritillary:
Continue advice and support to recruited volunteers regarding Heath Fritillary
monitoring
Liaise with relevant partners over development of Grabbist Hill Project
Continue to liaise with and support the National Trust Holnicote Estate in their
conservation work for the Heath Fritillary

Heather recovering following Conifer removal at the Grabbist Hill
Ridge. These works have enhanced habitat connectivity for the
important Heath Fritillary populations in the area.



3. Other achievements/actions

The project organised a workshop on habitat management for the High Brown Fritillary
for conservationists working for a wide range of organisations. The day was well
attended and all participants were directly involved with conservation of the species on
either Dartmoor or Exmoor. The day was hosted by the Heddon Valley National Trust
team and lunch was kindly sponsored by the Hunters Inn pub.

A Rhds pasture habitat and species awareness event was organised for landowners
and managers of Marsh Fritillary habitat on Dartmoor. A talk on the ecology of the
habitat and species associated with it was followed by site visits where larval webs were
shown to the landowners, and management issues discussed. A new leaflet, “the
Fritillary butterflies of Dartmoor” that was produced by the project, was handed out. The
day was kindly hosted by Higher Hurston Farm.

Production of the leaflet “the Fritillary butterflies of Dartmoor”

4. Reports & Management plans produced

Management plan Batworthy Farm for Bracken habitat

Report for Landowner Spitchwick Common regarding application aerial spraying

5. FEPs and HLS applications

Due to the changed priorities within Natural England, it was decided that no further work on
Environmental Stewardship applications would be carried out this year, unless acceptance in
the scheme was guaranteed.

FEP & HLS Stone Farm submitted

Raised profile of a number of applications, resulting in two being offered an agreement

National Trust volunteers carrying out habitat monitoring in High
Brown habitat in the Heddon Valley. April 2007.



6. Community involvement & publicity

Two days spent with National Trust volunteers in the Heddon Valley

A day spent with BCTV volunteers and South West Lakes Trust staff at Fernworthy
Reservoir, managing scrub

Butterfly walk in the Exe valley with Exmoor NPA as part of Save Our Butterflies Week
unfortunately had to be cancelled due to severe weather warnings.

Leaflet “the Fritillary butterflies of Dartmoor”

Two-page article ‘More habitat improvements on the Moors’ in Butterfly, issue 94,
Spring 2007.

7. Future events & publicity

Exmoor & Dartmoor Biodiversity Newsletter
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An enthusiastic group of National Trust volunteers, ready for
cutting runnels through Bracken habitat in the rain. Heddon Valley,
June 2007.



