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2009 has been a fantastic year for the Tytherley Woods Project, much of this success has resulted from 
your involvement, without you much less would have been achieved, so thank you for all your hard work! 
 
What follows is a roundup of some of the news from the project, and then a look forward into the final year, 
and what it has to hold...... 
 

News from some of the Project Sites 
Spring saw the completion of the work at Bentley Wood which had been funded by SITA, the work had run 
over two years and was aimed at creating additional habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary in particular. Areas 
opened up in year one were already being used by óthe Pearlsô this spring, proof that when good quality 
habitat becomes available butterflies can quickly move in of their own accord! 
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At Upper Frenchmoor Copse a combination of volunteers, and contractors funded by the Forestry 
Commission, worked to create not only lots of rideside butterfly habitat, but also the installation of new 
tracks that will allow future work to be carried out more economically. 
 
Just to the west of Upper Frenchmoor Copse a walk along an old drove route looking for butterflies 
revealed the presence of a number of previously unrecorded Small-leafed Lime trees, a rare species 
nowadays around the area. At Mottisfont (National Trust), project volunteers undertook surveys in one of 
the less visited areas on site, and thanks to their efforts, plans are now afoot to set up an entirely new 
transect route there next year. 
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Over the border in Wiltshire, a sighting of adult Argent & Sable moths at Blackmoor Copse (Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust) led onto a survey for caterpillars which proved positive, and therefore confirmed them as a 
breeding population.  



2009 also saw another 8 work parties taking place at 5 separate sites, the busiest of these was in early 
March at Blackmoor Copse when project volunteers were joined by staff from the Ordnance Survey offices 
in Southampton and other volunteers from the Wednesday Group, a total of 21 people attended. Just a few 
days later we were joined by a different group, the Salisbury branch of the BTCV, at Upper Frenchmoor 
Copse. In total the project delivered 372 man (and woman!) hours of practical conservation work. Thanks to 
all your hard work, lots of new butterfly habitat was created. 
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at the March Blackmoor Copse work party. recorded in the project area this year.  Bentley Wood. 
 

Of course no review of 2009 would be complete without mention of the Painted Ladies! The first hint of how 
many would arrive from foreign shores happened on the May Bank Holiday weekend when we were at 
Bentley Wood enjoying a thank you BBQ event for everyone connected with the project. For those that 
could make it, not only was spit roast locally sourced Roe deer on the menu, but also the sight of hundreds 
of Painted Ladies whizzing past! A total of 6 volunteer training events also took place in 2009 with 46 
people attending, one of these was a moth identification session at Bentley Wood, although not for the faint 
hearted on a chilly spring night! Other events included wildflower identification and coppice training. 
 

Looking to the future, plans for 2010 
Some of you may have already heard that I shall be leaving the project just before Christmas. As a result 
Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your help and support throughout the last two years. I 
hope you have enjoyed your involvement to date as much as I have. However, just because I am leaving 
does not mean the Project will not continue apace during its final year. Although I will not be directly 
replaced, there will still be lots of events and surveys happening, all of which will involve volunteers. Five 
more work parties have already been planned, 3 at Bentley Wood (27th January, 10th February and 10th 
March)  and 2 at Mottisfont (17th January and 21st February). If you would like to attend any of these please 
book via David Lambert for Bentley Wood (bentley.lambert@btinternet.com or 07968 340717) or Chris 
Stock for Mottisfont (chris.stock@nationaltrust.org.uk or 07967 657006), I know both David and Chris would 
be delighted to hear from you if you are free to help. 
 
Surveys and training events will also continue. April 24th sees a wildflower identification morning at 
Blackmoor Copse and a butterfly identification afternoon at Bentley Wood, if you would like to book a place 
on either of these please contact Dr Dan Hoare (dhoare@butterfly-conservation.org or 02392 597612). 
Volunteers are also being sought to help with new and existing butterfly transects at Mottisfont and 
Blackmoor Copse, so if youôd like to get involved please just contact Dan. 
 
A part-time member of staff will be leading butterfly surveys next year and will be looking for willing helpers 
on other sites too, so if youôd like to register your interest please do so via Dan who will be able to pass on 
your details to the survey leader in due course, or for those that carried out surveys this year you will be 
contacted in early spring. That just leaves me to say how much Iôve enjoyed working with you, and to wish 
you and the Tytherley Woods Project a very successful 2010. 
 
Kate Dent (Dr) Tytherley Woods Project Officer, Butterfly Conservation. 
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