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Conservation status
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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The English name derives from the moth having particularly long
mouthparts resembling a snout.  In addition, the forewings have small,
discrete tufts of scales that look like buttons. Current records of the 
species are largely from central southern England, the Thames region,
southern East Anglia and parts of south-east Wales. Larval searches have
revealed the species to be more widespread than was previously thought.

Foodplants
Larvae feed on Hop Humulus lupulus and have been found on the cultivar Golden 
Hop. It has also recently been reported on Japanese Hop Humulus scandens.

Habitat
The Buttoned Snout breeds in a range of sites in both urban and rural locations.
Sites include hedgerows, fences, along footpaths and around industrial premises. 
It is said to prefer damper areas but also occurs on drier sites, such as chalk 
grassland and on sandy soils. Suitable overwintering sites are needed for adults, 
e.g. garden sheds and wartime pillboxes, but probably also church towers, garages and 
other unheated outbuildings. Natural sites, such as caves, hollow trees and ivy-clad trees, 
are probably also used. The availability of nectar sources, such as over-ripe blackberries, 
ivy blossom and sallow blossom, are likely to be important for such a long-lived adult.

Life cycle
The species is single-brooded. Eggs are laid in early summer and the larvae feed nocturnally on 
the leaves of Hop, riddling them with small holes. They typically rest on the undersides of leaves 
by day and can be found from June well into July. When fully grown (around 22-26mm) the larva 
pupates in a cocoon formed on the ground amongst leaves of the foodplant. The adult moth 
emerges after a few weeks. The adults occur in almost every month of the year and is thus one 
of the longest lived of the British moths. They are less often seen in late summer and probably 
enter hibernation relatively early. Recent observations have indicated that the moths will remain 
in hibernation at least until late April, even remaining in situ during any warmer periods in 
spring before then.

 



Maintaining footpaths with Hop
u Local authorities and landowners have 

a duty to keep footpaths open and safe, 
but care needs to be taken where this 
declining species occurs.

u Cutting-back or spraying of plants 
should be delayed until August or 
September, by which time the larvae 
will have left the plant.

u Ideally the plants should not be disturbed 
or sprayed at all, particularly as there are 
other species associated with Hop.

Hedgerow management
u Where this species occurs in hedgerow 

habitats, management should aim to 
promote the annual continuity of good 
stands of Hop.

u If cutting is unavoidable, then the 
hedgerows should be cut on rotation 
and not all in a single year. Cutting 
should take place during autumn or 
winter and never between the end 
of April and September.

Hibernation sites
u In a densely populated urban environment, 

there are likely to be plenty of hibernation 
sites, including unheated outbuildings 
and sheds, coal-bunkers, air-raid shelters 
and probably natural sites such as 
hollow trees.

u Avoid disturbing the moth whilst in 
hibernation, and also try to avoid any 
disturbance to the hibernation sites.

u Wartime pillboxes are a favoured 
hibernation site of this and other species, 
such as the Peacock Inachis io and 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae
butterflies, due to their thick walls 
that maintain a more even temperature 
during the winter months.

u Such structures are expensive to 
demolish but often need to be bricked up. 
Where possible small openings should be 
retained so that wildlife, including insects 
and bats, can still gain access.

How to survey/monitor
The best method is to search for larvae by
beating Hop using a beating tray, and leaf
damage made by the larvae can often be 
used to identify suitable plants. As there are
other species feeding on Hop whose larvae
can look similar to the Buttoned Snout,
confirmation of the identification will be
needed. The adults will also come occasionally
to light-traps, and can sometimes be found
overwintering near stands of the foodplant.

Habitat management for the Buttoned Snout

The overall aim is to maintain an abundance of Hop, suitable overwintering sites for adults, and an annual
continuity of supply of suitable nectaring sources, e.g. ivy blossom in autumn and sallow blossom in spring.

This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's

Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm

The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship, 
which supports management for targeted 

butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.
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