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Fiery Clearwing
) ! ! Pyropteron chrysidiformis
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Conservation status

Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
Fully protected under Schedule 5 of the

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981).

® Records 1999 to 2004

to the flame red colour of part of the wings and also to the
transparent wing sections more often seen in other insect
groups such flies and wasps. The scientific names for this
species are also testament to its appearance. Pyropteron means
“fire-wing’ and chrysidiformis means ‘resembling Chrysis’ -
a genus of ruby-tailed wasps. This moth is now restricted
to a very small number of coastal sites in Kent, though was
formerly reported from Hampshire, Sussex and Essex.

The English name of this very unusual looking moth refers %gg

Foodplants
Larvae feed on the roots of Curled Dock Rumex crispus and
Common Sorrel R. acetosa.

Habitat

The moth is associated with very sheltered sites beneath sea-cliffs, where
natural small-scale disturbance due to landslips and free draining soils appear
to suit the ruderal foodplants. The moth has also been recorded from vegetated
shingle beaches. Open ground and sunny conditions probably create a warm
microclimate that may favour the moth.

Life cycle
The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid in late May, June and July;
usually on the upper surface of the foodplant leaves to ensure absorption of heat
from the sun, though are also laid on the stems. The larvae hatch in August, and
then burrow into the roots of the foodplant. Larvae normally spend one year in
the roots, but occasionally will spend two years, before pupating in May. The
adults fly by day in late May, June and July.
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Habitat management for the Fiery Clearwing

The overall aim is to maintain open conditions and early
successional vegetation with abundant foodplant.

Any encroaching scrub should be cut back
periodically to retain open sunny areas.
Some periodic disturbance of the ground,
such as scarification, may be required to
encourage the foodplant.

@ Sheep grazing is considered detrimental
to this species.

@ Avoid disturbance on shingle beaches
unless there are signs of vegetation
succession, in which case some
rotational disturbance maybe required.

Please contact Butterfly Conservation
if the species is suspected to be
present on a site.

How to survey/monitor

Adults may be seen flying on hot days during

the flight period. The species can be monitored

by searching for eggs and old pupal cases,

as well as by using pheromones to attract

the male. A licence will be required to search

for this species. above left Suitable habitat on steep cliff side above right Old pupal case protruding from dock stem
below Larval foodplants amongst other vegetation

Butterfly
Conservation defra

Department for Environment

Saving butterflies, moths and their habitats Food and Rural Affairs
Head Office Manor Yard East Lulworth Wareham Dorset BH20 5QP This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Telephone: 0870 774 4309 Email: info@butterfly-conservation.org Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's
www.butterfly-conservation.org Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
Compiled by Tom Wigglesworth, Mark Parsons and Martin Warren. www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm
Photographs by Jim Porter, Paul Pugh and Tony Rouse. The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship,
Butterfly Conservation is a registered charity and non-profit making company, limited by guarantee. which supports management for targeted
Registered Office: Manor Yard East Lulworth  Wareham Dorset BH20 5QF. butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.

Registered in England No. 2206468 - Registered Charity No. 254937



