Heart Moth

Dicycla oo

Conservation status
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
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m Larval record 1999 to 2004
® Adult record 1999 to 2004

The English name of this attractive moth comes from the
heart-shaped markings in the central part of the forewings.
The scientific names refer to the two circular markings next to
the ‘heart’ on the forewings, Dicycla meaning ‘two-circle’, and
oo literally meaning ‘double O’. Formerly widely recorded in
central southern and south-eastern England, the moth has
been recently recorded from only a small number of sites
in Surrey, Berkshire and Northamptonshire.

Foodplants .
Larvae feed on the foliage of mature oak trees Quercus spp.. § q
&

Habitat
The moth is associated with mature oaks in parkland, commons, hedgerows
around fields, and with openly spaced trees on woodland rides or edges.

Life cycle

The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid on oak in July and overwinter.
Larvae occur from April to early June, spinning leaves together to create a
protective ‘tent’. The species pupates in June, with adults flying in mid June to July.
Adults fly at night.
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Habitat management for the Heart Moth

The overall aim is to retain large tracts of mature and veteran oaks in open situations.

@ Mature oak stands should be retained Please contact Butterfly Conservation
wherever possible as this habitat is of if the species is suspected to be
high conservation value and supports this present on a site.
and many other important species.
@ In woodland and wood pasture aim to How to survey/monitor
provide a continuity of supply of mature The best methods are to attract adults
oak, including mature oak trees in through the use of artificial baits, such as
open conditions. sugar, at dusk, and light-trapping after dark.
@ Pollarding very old trees can prolong Adults moths do not tend to be attracted
their lives and provide continuity of old to light-traps until late at night.

growth habitat.
@ In hedgerows, mature oaks should
be retained and some young trees
encouraged to grow to maturity by
leaving uncut or planting. below Ideal open woodland edge
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Saving butterflies, moths and their habitats
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Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs

This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's
Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm
The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship,
which supports management for targeted

butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.



