








What are my records
used for nationally?
CEDaR sends the butterfly and moth data
to Butterfly Conservation who use the
data in a variety of ways such as Butterflies
for the New Millenium and the National
Moth Recording Scheme. More detailed
information on each of these is available
on the Butterfly Conservation website
www.butterfly-conservation.org under
Conservation, Recording and Monitoring.

If you record butterflies or moths in the
Republic of Ireland, verifiers will ensure
your records are forwarded to the Dublin
Naturalists Field Club who co-ordinate
the butterfly records, and MothsIreland.
They in turn share their records with
the National Biodiversity Data Centre in
Waterford and Butterfly Conservation.
For more details of these organisations
see www.dnfc.net and
www.mothsireland.com

Butterfly Conservation is interested in
butterfly, moth and caterpillar records,
but there are different groups and
organisations collecting information
on all sorts of creatures and plants.
Please visit the Northern Ireland Centre
for Environmental Data and Recording
website for a full list of organisations
which collect and contribute records
www.nmni.com/cedar

Telling us about the
butterflies and moths
you see when you are out
and about is crucial to
helping us conserve them.

National Moth
Recording Scheme (NMRS)
Launched in 2007, the NMRS brings together macro (large)
moth records from all over the UK, Isle of Man and the Channel
Irelands, including many thousands of historical records that had
only been accessible in paper form. The Provisional Atlas of the
UK’s Larger Moths was published in 2010, covering 868 species,
and including 154,944 records from Northern Ireland. Any casual
moth record you create will be used to update and further this
work. It is hoped the next such publication will also include data
from the Republic of Ireland, giving a more complete picture
of what is happening this side of the water.

Butterflies
of the New
Millenium (BNM)
BNM covers all butterfly species in the
British Isles and is run in conjunction with
the Dublin Naturalists Field Club in the
Republic of Ireland. Our butterfly records
are used to produce distribution maps of
butterflies every five years which shows
how species are increasing or decreasing
their range over time. Any casual record
you send will be used to help create these
atlases, which are vital in helping us
identify Priority species, and in lobbying
for resources to support butterfly
conservation measures throughout
the UK and Ireland.

The most recent atlas was published
in 2010 using data collected from
2005-2009 showing worrying declines
in species such as Wall Brown,
Grayling and Dingy Skipper.

Garden Tiger Garden Tiger Macro moth map

Wall Brown Distribution Map from Atlas 1995-99

1 sighting
2-9 seen
10+ seen
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Wall Brown Distribution Map from Atlas 2005-09
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2-9 seen
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Butterfly Transects
Butterfly transects have been running for over 30 years
across the UK and since 2007 in the Republic of Ireland.
A transect is a fixed route walk on a site, often on some
of our best loved nature reserves, that takes place every
week from 1 April through to the end of September.

The route is broken into a number of sections based on the
habitats found on the route, and the transect walker records the
numbers of butterflies seen in each section.

Most of our transects have no more than 12 species that are
regularly recorded, so transect walkers quickly become familiar
with species that they encounter on their walk. As transects
run over a long time period (Murlough, for example, has been
running since 1979), the data is essential for understanding
population fluctuations and helping to identify the causes – be
that habitat management or more worryingly, climate change.

There are over 1,000 transects in the UK, and the data
collected from these is used to produce the annual UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme Report. More information on sites and
reports can be found at www.ukbms.org

If you would be interested in taking on a transect,
either as an individual or as part of a team, please
contact Volunteer Transect Coordinator and WCBS
Champion James Carroll jcarroll.tmo@gmail.com

WCBS is a relatively new survey that was rolled out nationally in 2009. WCBS
complements transect recording by gathering data from randomly chosen
squares across the country. Transects are nearly always on sites that are
being managed for wildlife, with the vast majority of them on nature reserves.
By sampling totally random squares, often on farmland, we are able to see
what is really happening to our butterfly species in the wider environment,
not just on sites with good habitat.

There are 40 WCBS squares in Northern Ireland. WCBS surveyors walk two parallel
routes of 1km each across their square, recording butterflies on every 200 metre section
(10 sections in all). Weather data and time spent surveying are recorded. All data for
WCBS can be submitted online, and the square only needs to be visited twice a year,
although surveyors are encouraged to visit more often if they wish.

A full list of squares along with a map
will soon be available at the BCNI
website www.bcni.org.uk

Anyone interested in taking part
should contact James Carroll
jcarroll.tmo@gmail.com

KEY TO WCBS MAP
Green = Adopted, mapped
Purple = Adopted, not mapped
Yellow = Orphaned, mapped
Red = Orphaned, not mapped

Garden
Moth
Scheme
(GMS)
GMS is run by an independent group
of moth enthusiasts, but all records
are sent to Butterfly Conservation
for inclusion in the National Moth
Recording Scheme. GMS encourages
moth-ers to trap once a week from
March to October at a chosen
location, most often their garden.
Recorders get a detailed picture of
the different species utilising their
area and over time this survey will
give an indication of the relative
abundance or numbers of species in
different parts of the UK and Ireland.

It is a wonderful way of regularly practising
moth identification and great for anyone
who has an interest in moth recording but
lacks the incentive to record regularly at
present. More information at
http://gms.staffs-ecology.org.uk/

Map of WCBS squares in Northern Ireland

Map of butterfly transect locations in Northern Ireland

Surveys and Monitoring
If you enjoy recording and would like to get more involved, there are a number of regular
surveys that you can take part in for both moths and butterflies in Northern Ireland.

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS)



Case Study – Réal’s Wood White
Marcus Malley, Craigavon District Council

Réal’s Wood White is a pretty, delicate butterfly which has been
known to exist at Craigavon Lakes for many decades. Craigavon Council which
owns the site, is committed to the conservation of this butterfly and has been
ensuring that positive management of its habitat takes place. This involves
keeping vegetation such as grass and willow under control, as the butterfly
needs sheltered, open sites where its food plant, Meadow Vetchling, can thrive.

Réal’s Wood White has only been shown to be distinct from the Wood White found in
Great Britain in the last few years and we suspect that the colony found at Craigavon
Lakes is the largest in all of Northern Ireland and, therefore, the UK. Réal’s Wood White
is a Priority species in Northern Ireland and also features in the Craigavon Biodiversity
Action Plan.

In 2010 Craigavon Lakes became a Local Nature Reserve, recognised by Craigavon
Council for its wonderful wildlife, most importantly the Réal’s Wood White. If you visit the
site in May and June you will find large numbers of Réal’s Wood Whites flying and surveys
of the site show that numbers of this butterfly are steadily increasing. If you would like more
information about Réal’s Wood White or Craigavon Lakes, please contact Marcus Malley
at Oxford Island Discovery Centre marcus.malley@craigavon.gov.uk 028 3832 2205

Case Study – Scarce Crimson and Gold
Rachel Bain, North Coast (west) councils

The Scarce Crimson and Gold is one of the UK and Ireland’s most attractive
moths. You won’t find it in most ID guides as it is a micro-moth (small moth),
one of many hundreds of small moths that are far trickier to identify and less
well known that our macro-moths (large moths).

Throughout the UK and Ireland, the Scarce Crimson and Gold is only found on a tiny
number of sites. In the UK, the colony in Northern Ireland is the only site left where this
moth is known to exist. As a result the Scarce Crimson and Gold is a UK, Northern Ireland
and also Local Priority species. We know that the moth can be found from Portstewart to
Magilligan along the north coast, and Limavady and Coleraine Councils will be working
with Butterfly Conservation and the National Trust to survey this creature in 2011.

Once we know where the moth is found we will be working to increase the amount of
suitable habitat available for it and increasing the connectivity between sites. We know
that small, isolated populations are more vulnerable than large, connected populations,
and we hope that by doing this work we can ensure a positive future for this small
but beautiful species.

If you would like to get involved in surveying the Scarce Crimson and Gold, contact
Rachel Bain, Biodiversity Officer for Limavady, Coleraine and Ballymoney councils
Rachel.Bain@coleraine.gov.uk 028 7034 7272

Local Lepidoptera
Biodiversity Action
for Butterflies and Moths

Réal’s Wood White

Wood White larva

Scarce Crimson and Gold



Lepidoptera are one of many different groups of creatures
that are being conserved throughout Northern Ireland.
This richness of life, or biodiversity, is an integral part of
our everyday lives and gives us among other things clean
water, fresh air, places to visit and amazing sights to see.

The Northern Ireland Environment Agency supports
many projects throughout the country, including our
biodiversity officers, many of whom work with local
councils to promote action for biodiversity locally.
This map shows you who is where in Northern Ireland,
and what particular butterfly and moth species are
important in those areas.

The Biodiversity Northern Ireland website www.biodiversityni.com
is full of information about the different biodiversity actions taking
place across Northern Ireland. Take a look to find out more!

Antrim
Ruth Wilson
ruth.wilson@antrim.gov.uk
Key Species: Large Heath, Réal’s Wood White

Belfast
Orla Maguire
biodiversity@belfastcity.gov.uk
Key Species: Garden butterflies and moths

Carrickfergus
Stephen Daye
parks@carrickfergus.org
Key Species: Garden butterflies and moths

Craigavon
Marcus Malley
Marcus.malley@craigavon.gov.uk
Key Species: Réal’s Wood White, Marsh Fritillary

Derry/Strabane
Christine Doherty
christine.doherty@derrycity.gov.uk
Key Species: Marsh Fritillary, Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth

Down/Newry and Mourne
Danielle Begley
Danielle.begley@downdc.gov.uk
Key Species: Marsh Fritillary, Wall, Grayling

Grayling Dingy Skipper Green Hairstreak Large Heath Marsh Fritillary Wall Brown Small Tort



Derry
Limavady

Coleraine
Ballymoney

Moyle

Ballymena Larne

Carrickfergus

Antrim

N’abbey

Belfast
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Cookstown

Strabane

Omagh

Fermanagh

Dungannon

Armagh

Lisburn

Castlereagh
Ards

North Down

DownBanbridge

Craigavon

Newry & Mourne

Fermanagh
Rose Cremin
rose.cremin@fermanagh.gov.uk
Key Species: Marsh Fritillary, Dingy Skipper

Limavady/Coleraine/Balleymoney
Rachel Bain
rachel.bain@colerainebc.gov.uk
Key Species: Scarce Crimson and Gold, Small Eggar

Magherafelt/Dungannon/Cookestown
Mark Edgar
mark.edgar@dungannon.gov.uk
Key Species: Marsh Fritillary, Forester moth

Moyle/Larne
Cara Barr
barrc@larne.gov.uk
Key Species: Garden butterflies and moths

Newtownabbey
Lyndsay Matthews
lmatthews@newtownabbey.gov.uk
Key Species: Garden butterflies and moths

Omagh
Julie Corry
Julie.corry@omagh.gov.uk
Key Species: Green Hairstreak, Marsh Fritillary, Large Heath

Areas with Biodiversity Officers

Areas without Biodiversity Officers

toiseshell Réal’s Wood White Narrow-bordered
Bee Hawk-moth

White Ermine Forester Small Eggar Scarce Crimson
& Gold



Case Study – Dingy Skipper
Rose Cremin, Fermanagh District Council

Dingy Skipper butterflies are not much to look at. You would be forgiven
for thinking this small brown creature was in fact a moth. Two moths,
the Mother Shipton and Burnet Companion, often fly in the same places
as the Dingy Skipper and it is very easy to confuse the three!

Dingy Skippers are only found in County Fermanagh in Northern Ireland, where their
caterpillars feed on Bird’s-foot-trefoil. Although this plant is found all over Northern Ireland,
Dingy Skipper caterpillars require plants that grow on limestone rich soils, which is why
they have a very limited distribution. Dingy Skippers are on the UK, Northern Ireland
and Fermanagh Biodiversity Action Plan lists, as in many places numbers of the butterfly
are in decline.

In Fermanagh this butterfly is only known from a small handful of sites, but one of the
best known areas is along the Enniskillen/Derrygonnelly Road. By simple accident,
this road is made up of a series of wide bends with steep, south- facing banks on their
northern sides. These banks are cut annually by Roads Service to ensure that motorists
have a good line of site while driving the road. By happy coincidence this management
is perfect for the Dingy Skipper as it encourages low growth of Bird’s-foot-trefoil.

In 2011 Fermanagh District Council will be working with Butterfly Conservation to survey
Dingy Skipper numbers at known sites. We are hopeful that we will be able to apply for
funding to carry out habitat management work along the Derrygonnelly Road in order
to create more suitable sites for the Dingy Skipper to colonise, increasing its distribution.
Roads Service will be vital to this process and we are very grateful for their support and
interest in this project.

If you would like to help survey Dingy Skipper sites and butterflies, please contact
Rose Cremin, Fermanagh Biodiversity Officer rose.cremin@fermanagh.gov.uk
028 6632 5050

Case Study – Forester Moth
Mark Edgar, Dungannon, Cookestown and Magherafelt Councils

Although recorded at several locations across Northern Ireland, the
Forester Moth is only currently regularly recorded at Peatlands Park in Armagh,
with no recent records from other areas. Although it looks like a creature of
the night with its blue-black wings, the Forester is a day-flying moth and is
most commonly seen nectaring on flowers such as Ragged Robin and
Buttercup on sunny days.

This is a moth which likes wet meadows and fens, habitats which have suffered in
recent years from being drained and neglected. This moth needs lots of light and
sunshine, so if meadows become overgrown with tall thick vegetation, or shaded out
by thick hedgerows, it will quickly disappear. In 2011 we will be encouraging people
to look for the Forester throughout Dungannon and Cookestown Districts as it is
possible this moth has been overlooked on some sites due to its small size.

If you would be interested in helping us find the Forester, please contact Mark Edgar,
Biodiversity Officer for Dungannon, Cookestown and Magherafelt Councils
mark.edgar@dungannon.gov.uk

Local Lepidoptera
Biodiversity Action
for Butterflies and Moths

Dingy Skipper

Mother Shipton

Burnet Companion

Forester Moth



Carrickfergus
Stephen Daye
Big Moth and Butterfly Hunt

To support Butterfly Conservation’s Big Butterfly Count week, Carrickfergus
Council teamed up with Butterfly Conservation Northern Ireland to run some
butterfly and moth events and get people outside and looking for Lepidoptera.

Our Big Moth Hunt took place at Eden Allotment Gardens, just outside Carrickfergus off
the Beltoy Road, Eden. You wouldn’t think that the allotments were only established in
2008. From small beginnings of 36 original plots, the site now boasts 189 individual
allotments and is the largest allotment site in all of Ireland. Carrickfergus residents who
look after the plots grow a wide variety of different plants, flowers and vegetables, all of
which attract lots of different wildlife. There are also good hedgerows around the site
which provide shelter and food for birds, mammals and creepy crawlies.

Over 40 local residents came out on a warm, sunny evening to investigate what wildlife
could be found on the site. We found lots of frogs and even a few late flying butterflies
and set out three different moth traps. The next morning we had well over 300 moths
of about 50 different species in the three traps, including a Gothic and the exotically
named Gold Spangle, Willow Beauty, Coxcomb Prominent and Mother of Pearl.

We then headed to Bashfordlands Wood, a new Woodland Trust site, to carry out our
Big Butterfly Count. Although there were only a few butterfly species about, such as
Ringlet and Meadow Brown, we had a wonderful time exploring the reserve and noticing
small details like the oak galls on the young trees and lilac coloured frog hopper bugs in
amongst the grass stems. We very much hope to run similar events in 2011, as well as
the regular programme of events that take place at Eden Allotment Gardens.

To find out more, visit www.edenallotments.co.uk or contact Stephen Daye,
Parks & Countryside Development Officer Stephen.Daye@carrickfergus.org
028 9335 8039

Belfast Zoo
Geraldine Murphy
Summer Scheme

Belfast Zoo ran its first summer
school for one week in August
2010 for kids aged seven to twelve.
As 2010 was the year of biodiversity,
this was the topic we chose for the
summer school. During the week
the children got to meet keepers,
special visitors, the vet and some
of the animals. They had the
opportunity to get involved with
animal care such as preparing
meals and providing environmental
enrichment for the animals.

One very popular visitor was Catherine
Bertrand from Butterfly Conservation
Northern Ireland who arrived with several
moth traps. We all trooped down into the
old zoo where Catherine chose suitable
locations to set the traps. The following
morning we all headed back down,
this time armed with butterfly nets and
identification charts. Despite the poor
weather, we found we had caught lots
of moths which Catherine showed us
how to identify before we let them go.
The children all had a go at netting any
moths or other insects they saw. Back
in the Education Centre, Catherine gave
a fascinating talk about butterflies and
moths, stressing how beautiful, important
and harmless they are and that we
should not be afraid of them and never
kill them. The children had a great time
and the vet had a tough act to follow,
even with blow darts as a prop!

Due to its great success, Belfast Zoo will
be running two summer schools in 2011
and the theme will be primates as part of
this year’s EAZA Primate Campaign. To
find out more contact Geraldine Murphy
MurphyG@BelfastCity.gov.uk
028 9078 2084

Butterflies and
Moths go Public!
Butterfly Conservation Northern Ireland relies on project
partners across the country to support us by holding
and promoting butterfly and moth events. Here are
a couple that took place in 2010.

Hunting for beasties

Ringlet Our Big Moth Hunt

Hunting for beasties



The Nature of Farming – RSPB article

Rewarding Wildlife
Friendly Farmers for
their Hard Work
The Nature of Farming Award recognises farmers across
the UK for their dedication to farming for wildlife as well
as profit. This year, The Telegraph has joined the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) to deliver the
award along with Butterfly Conservation, Plantlife and
the Ulster Farmers Union. We are very proud that for the
past two years running farmers from NI have won this
prestigious UK-wide award, demonstrating the great job
farmers here are doing as guardians of the countryside.

Last year the award was won by John
and James Davison, two brothers farming
together on their beef and sheep farm in
the Antrim hills near the foot of Slemish.
The judges were particularly impressed
at the work the brothers were doing to
safeguard the future of birds like lapwing,
curlew and snipe on the farm by
implementing careful grazing regimes.

In 2009 Michael Calvert of Carrowdore,
Co. Down won the award. Michael was
involved in the RSPB Yellowhammer
Recovery Project and many of the
measures he has implemented are
beneficial to butterflies and other insects,
which these birds require to feed their
chicks during the nesting season.

For example, rough grass margins have
been established which benefit birds,
mammals and insects including butterflies
by providing somewhere to shelter. Crops
are left mainly unsprayed and are good
for wild flowers, providing food plants
for hungry caterpillars in the spring.

The award is not focused on how
farmers are helping birds, but rather
whole ecosystems. If you know a farmer
who is going that extra mile for wildlife
on his or her farm, whether it is for
butterflies, bees, birds, moths or
mammals, please encourage them to
enter for this award – it showcases the
very best, championing the vital
conservation role farming plays!

With a first prize of £1,000, a total of
£2,600 is up for grabs by the winning
farmers who can demonstrate the
provision of wildlife-friendly practices
within their farming systems.

Entries for the 2011 award are
now open. To request an application
form please call or e-mail
Patsy Harbinson on 028 90 491 547,
patsy.harbinson@rspb.org.uk
or download a copy from
www.rspb.org.uk/natureoffarming.

Entries are accepted throughout
the year but to be considered for
the 2011 award, please return your
entry by 30 April 2011.

Caterpillars of the enormous Emperor Moth
were found at Davison’s Farm

Michelle Gildernew with Northern Ireland winner and UK champions

Emperor Moth

The RSPB values Butterfly Conservations involvement
in the award as they bring the necessary butterfly
and moth expertise to the judging process.



Historic records show that the Marsh Fritillary butterfly was once
found right across Northern Ireland. However, in 1999 a survey
confirmed the presence of breeding Marsh Fritillary in only eight
sites, six of which were in County Down. These sites have been
regularly monitored since 2004, but in the last four to five years
many new breeding sites have been rediscovered in the West
of the country in counties Fermanagh and Tyrone. The first new
sites were found by NIEA Conservation Science staff whilst
surveying species-rich grasslands in west Fermanagh as potential
Areas of Special Scientific Interest.

DARD has been a partner in the Northern Ireland Marsh
Fritillary Action Group since its inception in 2002 and was very
encouraged by this new discovery. DARD offered Butterfly
Conservation the opportunity to train Countryside Management
Delivery Branch (CMDB) staff in recognising the Marsh Fritillary
and its foodplant, Devil’s-bit Scabious. CMDB staff regularly
visit farms throughout Northern Ireland providing staff with the
opportunity to identify potential breeding sites for the butterfly,
and also to spread awareness of it and its needs amongst
local landowners.

For the last two years DARD and Butterfly Conservation have
worked in partnership to identify and survey potential farms
where Marsh Fritillary could be breeding. Once a potential
breeding site is identified by the presence of dense Devil’s-bit
Scabious patches, CMDB staff ensure the farmer is happy for
this information to be passed on to Butterfly Conservation.
Details of which fields support suitable Marsh Fritillary habitat
are then forwarded to Butterfly Conservation, whose staff
arrange with the landowner for a suitable time to visit during
the autumn to search for Marsh Fritillary webs.

Butterfly Conservation currently has 23 farms listed, of which
7 have been identified to have Marsh Fritillary breeding on them.
These are all new sites for Northern Ireland which is extremely
encouraging news. The hope is that any newly discovered
breeding Marsh Fritillary colonies will be recognised and
supported through the new Northern Ireland Countryside
Management Scheme to ensure landowners are able to provide
the best possible management for the conservation of the
species. This will ensure the vulnerable and protected butterfly
remains part of our landscape and heritage, rather than
suffering the same fate as those throughout the rest of Europe.

A new information leaflet, produced by the Northern Ireland
Marsh Fritillary Action Group, is available to download from
www.butterfly-conservation.org/northernireland
We would like to thank everyone who has taken part in this
project so far. We know there are still many sites out there waiting
to be discovered, but this is a very encouraging beginning.

If you think you may have Marsh Fritillary butterflies on your
land, we would be very happy to speak to you. Please contact
your locally based DARD Countryside Management Delivery
Branch staff for more details.

Working together to
save the Marsh Fritillary
The Marsh Fritillary is one of Europe’s most threatened butterflies.
This bright and charismatic little creature was once a common and familiar sight in our
hay meadows and species rich grasslands, but has undergone massive population declines
over the last century. The butterfly is now severely threatened or extinct in many countries
throughout Europe, with Ireland and the United Kingdom now thought to be strongholds for this
butterfly. The Northern Ireland Marsh Fritillary Action Group, made up of Butterfly Conservation,
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD), Northern Ireland Environment
Agency (NIEA), The National Trust and the Ulster Wildlife Trust, have been working for the
last decade to ensure that Northern Ireland remains a stronghold for the Marsh Fritillary.

Marsh Fritillary Adult

Scabious rich habitat Marsh Fritillary larvae and web



Terry Goldsmith
Butterfly recorder and photographer

Terry is local to Belfast and has been involved
with various conservation campaigns for a long
time, but in recent times has developed a deeper
interest in wildlife photography.

It was wildlife photography that brought me into more direct
contact with butterflies. I very quickly learned that to have
the best opportunities to capture a good image of a butterfly
you have to know more about them. So it began.

Late in the 2010 season I began to try to learn about our
local population. I had to learn about their seasons, food and
roosting preferences and, most importantly, how to identify
the different species among others.

During that time I had identified a number of areas in Belfast
where I was likely to come across a range of different species
and went about trying to learn how to capture the best
moments. I chose areas I knew well from my other interests
– The Bog Meadows, The Half-Moon Lake, Belfast Castle
and the Waterworks are my home territory. Most of my
attempts failed miserably.

I did, however, enjoy my first half-season and am looking
forward this year to having an entire term with broader
parameters and better photographic equipment.
Hopefully I’ll be able to improve on the quality and
range of images in 2011.

Shiena McCracken
How do I become a Moth recorder?

Shiena is a new moth recorder, but didn’t realise
she was one until she attended the All Ireland
Moth Recorders gathering in September 2010.

My introduction to moths came out of the blue when a
neighbour and member of Traad Wildfowling and Conservation
Club stopped to show me a few moths that had been trapped
the previous night. I had no idea that moths could be so varied
and colourful and asked if I could set the trap in my garden
for a couple of nights. Needless to say I was hooked. I took
photographs of each variety and when I met Kerry Leonard for
the first time in the middle of August he helped me to identify
them. I realize that Co. Londonderry is under-recorded but
it’s still exciting to log the first Yellow-tail for the county!

Kerry has been very encouraging and helpful, particularly when
receiving all my emails along with photographic attachments.
Having only started on 1 August 2010 and already recorded
a total of 79 different macro-moths, I’m looking forward to
seeing what flies between March and July next year.

As an added bonus some of the moths have made great
subjects for the cards that I design and this in turn makes
more people aware of moths

If you would like to contact Shiena about her cards,
please email cbertrand@butterfly-conservation.org
and your details will be passed on. See page 3 for
details of Kerry Leonard’s Moths in Derry project.

Can I Discover
Butterflies and Moths?
Spotting and learning about butterflies and moths can be a hobby that
brings a huge amount of pleasure. These are some of the people who have
just started discovering the fabulous free fun that can be enjoyed outdoors,
learning to look at the butterflies and moths that share our world.

Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell Yellow Tail



James O’Neill and Steve Backshall

Tim and Mark McKillen
Father and son who attended Belfast Zoo event

Mark is one of our youngest and most enthusiastic
members who regularly accompanies his father
Tim to Butterfly Conservation events. Tim encounters
all sorts of wildlife in his job at Belfast Docks!

Mark Writes: I first became interested in butterflies and moths
when I was eight. When I was on holiday in Rosbeg, Co Donegal,
I found a caterpillar when I was out walking my dog Dougie in
the nature reserve behind our caravan park. I had seen lots of
caterpillars but none as big and hairy as this one. I brought it
back to my caravan and looked up my dad’s butterfly guide.
It was an Oak Eggar Moth. I kept it in a box and fed it Bramble
each day. It got fatter and fatter and as he grew, his hair changed
colour; the brownish colour changed to an orange and black.
When I got home to Jordanstown I had to search through the
box to find the caterpillar. When I found him he was in a chrysalis.
I had to wait for a few months before it hatched from its cocoon.
When he did, he was a big moth, which I released that night.
Since then I have loved breeding caterpillars and currently have
an Elephant Hawk-moth cocoon and I’m looking forward to
it hatching later on in the year.

Tim Writes: Last summer Mark and his brother Peter attended
the Belfast Zoo summer scheme where they meet Catherine
who introduced them to Butterfly Conservation and mothing.
Both boys have been interested in wildlife from an early age
with summer holidays resembling scenes from “My Family and
Other Animals”, with caterpillars of all shapes and sizes in boxes
and jars all over the caravan, some escaping at very awkward
times! Their enthusiasm has rekindled my latent interest in
Lepidopterology and now I have not been able to attend a
BCNI lecture without Mark wanting to come along too.

I decided to bring along two hawk-moths to Paul Waring’s talk
in September. I had found these on board a 30,000 ton cargo
ship which arrived in Belfast direct from Itacoatiara, a port 600
miles up the Amazon. Paul took photos and has kindly agreed
to try and identify them, as he had caught similar moths in
Venezuela. I have always had an interest in wildlife, working
by the sea as a Port Health Officer. This interest however was
mainly restricted to the unwelcome rodents (mostly black rats)
and insects that can stow away on board ships. Over the years
I have trapped and collected hundreds of insects, everything
from large flying South American dung beetles to scorpions
and Madagascar hissing cockroaches. Moths are not
something I regularly come across on ships. The only other
exotic find was a Death’s-head Hawk-moth on the Larne
Stranraer ferry. However, I am always hopeful.

James O’Neill
Bringing Wildlife to Life

James is a familiar face at BCNI field trips,
often seen disappearing at high speed after some
elusive creature. In 2010 he volunteered to help
out at a large scale public event this year run
by the education department of the BBC.

The CBBC Live and Deadly event on 10 October at the
Belfast City Hall was an unforgettable and ultimately enjoyable
experience. To show to the 7,500 strong crowd at the
Butterfly Conservation stand, I had brought some well grown
Death’s-head Hawk-moth and Goat Moth caterpillars. We also
had a Large White butterfly caterpillar which was handled by
almost everyone! I had brought a box of mounted butterflies,
hawk-moths and other moths and people were amazed that
most of the brightly coloured insects were moths, not butterflies.
I had also brought along a small collection of insect-munching
carnivorous plants (Venus flytraps, pitcher plants, sundews and
bladderworts) which we kept well away from our live specimens!

These proved to be very popular, and despite very long queues
almost everyone got the opportunity to interact with, and learn
about, the insects and plants. The best part of the day for me
was meeting presenter Steve Backshall, even if it was for only
a couple of minutes.

We have butterfly and moth events
happening all over the country,
all year round. If you are interested
in coming along to events to help
others learn more about our moths
and butterflies, please let me know,
as extra people on the stands are
always welcome (you don’t have
to supply caterpillars, just a smile).

We can’t promise Steve Backshall
will be attending too though...

James O’Neill and Steve BackshallMark McKillen
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About Us
Butterfly Conservation is the UK charity dedicated to saving butterflies, moths and our environment.

Butterflies and moths are important because they respond quickly to change, revealing the health of the countryside.
Three quarters of butterfly species are in decline. Four butterflies and over 60 moths became extinct last century.
This early warning to all wildlife cannot be ignored.

We advise landowners, managers and other organizations on conserving and restoring important habitats in the countryside,
towns and cities. We carry out surveys, monitoring and research, manage nature reserves and promote wildlife friendly
gardening. With your support we can help struggling butterflies and moths recover and thrive.

Find out more at www.butterfly-conservation.org

Join Us!
You can support Butterfly Conservation in the vital work we do by becoming a member today. As a member
of Butterfly Conservation you will receive a new member welcome pack, our exclusive magazine, Butterfly,
three times a year, plus membership of BCNI, Northern Ireland’s volunteer branch of Butterfly Conservation.
Our Branches run over 700 public butterfly and moth events throughout the year and you could be part of them.

You can become a member online at www.butterfly-conservation.org or call us on 01929 406015.
Join by Direct Debit and receive 15 months membership for the price of 12.

Big Butterfly Count 2011
There was a fantastic response to the first ever
Big Butterfly Count last year, with a staggering 187,000 individual sightings logged.

The count is designed to provide an overall indication of the
state of the nation’s butterfly population, particularly in gardens
and urban areas. As well as being beautiful garden visitors,
butterflies are valuable indicators of the health of the
environment. However, many species are declining rapidly.
The Big Butterfly Count is helping to build a picture of the
changes taking place in our towns, cities and countryside.

The survey is run by Butterfly Conservation, in association with
Marks & Spencer, as part of their Plan A commitments to help
protect the environment.

This year’s count will be taking place from 16-31 July.
Download an identification chart, spend 15 minutes in the
sunshine and log your sightings at www.bigbutterflycount.org




