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& Reddish Buff
Acosmetia caliginosa

Conservation status
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
Fully protected under Schedule 5 of the

\:,E ! Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981).

Records 1999 to 2004

The English name of this medium-sized and very uncommon

moth describes its rather unremarkable appearance. The moth

has always been limited to the Isle of Wight and southern Hampshire,
and is now only found at a single locality on the Isle of Wight.

Several re-introduction attempts have been made recently : : 3}
on the mainland but have so far failed. ﬂ%@

Foodplants
The sole larval foodplant is Saw-wort Serratula tinctoria.

Habitat
The species is associated with rather sparse vegetation in open, heathy areas
and sunny rides in woodland where Saw-wort grows in full sunlight. It is thought

7 %
that shading by nearby trees or scrub encroachment results in an unfavourable & V%.gé g
micro-climate.
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Life cycle "y

The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid singly, on the foodplant or on the
ground nearby, in mid May and June, with the larvae developing in July and early

August. Larvae burrow below ground before pupating. The pupa overwinters in a
cocoon in the soil. The adults fly at night from mid May to late June.
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Habitat management for the Reddish Buff

The main aim is to maintain a continuity of open areas with abundant Saw-wort.

@ Open areas should be maintained by
periodic scrub removal or cutting back of
ride edges within woodlands. Any cutting
should be undertaken in rotation, with only
a portion of the site cut in any one year.

@ It has been suggested that best Saw-wort
growth may be achieved if scrub is
physically pulled up by the roots and
the soil disturbed and scarified.

@ The moth can possibly tolerate extremely
light grazing, but it is probably best
avoided altogether until more is known
about suitable habitat management.

Please contact Butterfly Conservation
if the species is suspected to be
present on a site.

How to survey/monitor

The best method is light-trapping for adults,
though the species can also be found as a
larva. A licence will be required to search
for this species.

top right Reddish Buff larva

above Desired vegetation structure

with Saw-wort

right Open heathland provides suitable habitat

Butterfly
Conservation

Saving butterflies, moths and their habitats

Head Office Manor Yard East Lulworth  Wareham Dorset BH20 5QP
Telephone: 0870 774 4309 Email: info@butterfly-conservation.org
www.butterfly-conservation.org

Compiled by Tom Wigglesworth, Mark Parsons and Martin Warren.

Photographs by David Green and Tim Norriss.

Butterfly Conservation is a registered charity and non-profit making company, limited by guarantee.
Registered Office: Manor Yard East Lulworth  Wareham Dorset BH20 5QF.

Registered in England No. 2206468 - Registered Charity No. 254937

defra

Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs

This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's
Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm
The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship,
which supports management for targeted

butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.



